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This book is a much expanded and wholly rewritten treatment of the subject of the author's first book,
Warrior Government in Early Medieval Japan, published in 1974. In this new version, the "warrior" and
"medieval" character of Japan's first shogunate is significantly de-emphasized, thus requiring not only a new
title, but also a new book.

The author's new view of the final decades of twelfth-century Japan is one of a less revolutionary set of
experiences and a smaller achievement overall than previously thought. The pivotal figure, Minamoto
Yoritomo, retains his dominant role in establishing the "dual polity" of Court and Bakufu, but his successes
are now explained in terms of more limited objectives. A new regime was fit into an environment that was
still basically healthy and vibrant, leading not to the substitution of one government for another, but rather to
the emergence of a new authority that would have to interact with the old.

The book aims to present a dual perspective on the period by juxtaposing what we know against our best
possible estimate of what Yoritomo himself knew. It is deeply concerned with the multiple balancing acts
introduced by this ever nimble experimenter in governing, who was forever seeking to determine, and then to
promote, what would work while curtailing or eliminating what would not. The author seeks to recreate step-
by-step the movement from one historical juncture to another, whether this means adapting already available
information, building anew, or working with combinations of materials. Throughout, the book addresses new
topics and offers many new interpretations on subjects as wide-ranging as the 1189 military campaign in the
north and the phenomenon of delegated authority.
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From reader reviews:

Frederick Warren:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Yoritomo and the Founding of the First
Bakufu: The Origins of Dual Government in Japan will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Carol Boissonneault:

The publication with title Yoritomo and the Founding of the First Bakufu: The Origins of Dual Government
in Japan posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book.
That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Curt Stewart:

Beside this specific Yoritomo and the Founding of the First Bakufu: The Origins of Dual Government in
Japan in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information
and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Yoritomo and the Founding of the First Bakufu: The
Origins of Dual Government in Japan because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Ruth Paiz:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Yoritomo and the Founding of the First
Bakufu: The Origins of Dual Government in Japan can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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