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“I am no more lonely than the Mill Brook, or a weathercock, or the north star, or the south wind, or an April
shower, or a January thaw, or the first spider in a new house,” wrote Henry David Thoreau in Walden. In
creating this list, and many others that appear in his writings, Thoreau was working within a little-recognized
yet ancient literary tradition: the practice of listing or cataloguing. This beautifully written book is the first to
examine literary lists and the remarkably wide range of ways writers use them.
Robert Belknap first examines lists through the centuries—from Sumerian account tablets and Homer’s
catalogue of ships to Tom Sawyer’s earnings from his fence-painting scheme—then focuses on lists in the
works of four American Renaissance authors: Emerson, Whitman, Melville, and Thoreau. Lists serve a
variety of functions in Emerson’s essays, Whitman’s poems, Melville’s novels, and Thoreau’s memoirs, and
Belknap discusses their surprising variety of pattern, intention, scope, art, and even philosophy. In addition
to guiding the reader through the list’s many uses, this book explores the pleasures that lists offer.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvester Wedding:

This The List: The Uses and Pleasures of Cataloguing book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. This specific The List: The Uses and Pleasures of Cataloguing without we understand teach the
one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The List: The
Uses and Pleasures of Cataloguing can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This The List: The Uses and
Pleasures of Cataloguing having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested
in reading.

Madeleine Bandy:

Here thing why this The List: The Uses and Pleasures of Cataloguing are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. The List: The Uses and Pleasures of Cataloguing giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with The List:
The Uses and Pleasures of Cataloguing. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The List: The Uses and Pleasures of Cataloguing in
e-book can be your alternative.

Agnes Shivers:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book The List: The Uses and Pleasures of Cataloguing
was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The List: The Uses and
Pleasures of Cataloguing has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to
be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your
case and try to like reading that will.

Mildred Lucas:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The List: The Uses and Pleasures of
Cataloguing to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression
about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and go



through it. Beside that the guide The List: The Uses and Pleasures of Cataloguing can to be your new friend
when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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