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A fundamental component of Britain’s early success, naval impressment not only kept the Royal Navy
afloat—it helped to make an empire. In total numbers, impressed seamen were second only to enslaved
Africans as the largest group of forced laborers in the eighteenth century.

In The Evil Necessity, Denver Brunsman describes in vivid detail the experience of impressment for Atlantic
seafarers and their families. Brunsman reveals how forced service robbed approximately 250,000 mariners of
their livelihoods, and, not infrequently, their lives, while also devastating Atlantic seaport communities and
the loved ones who were left behind. Press gangs, consisting of a navy officer backed by sailors and
occasionally local toughs, often used violence or the threat of violence to supply the skilled manpower
necessary to establish and maintain British naval supremacy. Moreover, impressments helped to unite Britain
and its Atlantic coastal territories in a common system of maritime defense unmatched by any other
European empire.

Drawing on ships’ logs, merchants’ papers, personal letters and diaries, as well as engravings, political texts,
and sea ballads, Brunsman shows how ultimately the controversy over impressment contributed to the
American Revolution and served as a leading cause of the War of 1812.

Early American HistoriesWinner of the Walker Cowen Memorial Prize for an Outstanding Work of
Scholarship in Eighteenth-Century Studies
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From reader reviews:

Luciana Findley:

The book The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World (Early
American Histories) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we
leave a very important thing like a book The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-
Century Atlantic World (Early American Histories)? A number of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World
(Early American Histories) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Penny Stout:

This The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World (Early
American Histories) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Evil
Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World (Early American Histories)
without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be
worry The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World (Early
American Histories) can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Evil Necessity: British Naval
Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World (Early American Histories) having great arrangement
in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Elbert Gibson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want sense happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically
the The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World (Early
American Histories) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Nancy Williams:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been



exactly added. This publication The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century
Atlantic World (Early American Histories) was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add
your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort
of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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