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Nearly every American knows The Star-Spangled Banner, the national anthem of the United States of
America. Yet many people dislike the song, contend that it glorifies militarism, and question its suitability as
the musical embodiment of nationhood. Even professional vocalists have trouble singing the multi-octave
melody and remembering the words. So why in 1931 did Congress designate it as the official national
anthem, more than a century after Francis Scott Key put pen to paper?

Filled with fascinating, little-known facts drawn from a variety of primary sources, Star-Spangled Banner
provides the first narrative history of this controversial song, which turns 200 years old in 2014. Marc
Ferris’s lively account, which traces the evolution of the song’s instant popularity as well as its use and abuse
by Americans of different political stripes, also explains the changing rituals surrounding the song, including
the practice of standing—with hats removed and hand held over the heart—during public performances.

This entertaining book will appeal to patriots of all persuasions, along with sports fans, musicians, veterans,
history buffs, and anyone who has ever struggled to hit the high notes in the land of the free and the home of
the brave.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Damron:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Star-Spangled Banner. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book Star-
Spangled Banner. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Anthony Hanna:

The e-book with title Star-Spangled Banner contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a
lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in
this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of
how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Melinda Anderson:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you
have read is Star-Spangled Banner.

Ralph Rodriguez:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. Star-Spangled Banner can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those
short spare time problems.
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