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This bold, pioneering book explores rites of passage in America by sifting through the accounts of influential
thinkers who experienced them. Arthur J. Magida explains the underlying theologies, evolution, and actual
practice of Jewish bar and bat mitzvahs, Christian confirmations, Hindu sacred thread ceremonies, Muslim
shahadas and Zen jukai ceremonies. In rare interviews, renowned artists and intellectuals such as Nobel
laureate Elie Wiesel, holistic guru Deepak Chopra, singer Yusuf Islam (Cat Stevens), actress/comedienne
Julia Sweeney, cartoonist Roz Chast, interfaith maven Huston Smith, and many more talk intimately about
their religious backgrounds, the rites of passage they went through, and how these events shaped who they
are today.

Magida compares these coming of age ceremonies' origins and evolution, considers their ultimate meaning
and purpose, and gauges how their meaning changes with individuals over time. He also examines
innovative rites of passage that are now being "invented" in the United States. Passionate and lyrical, this
absorbing book reveals our deep, ultimate need for coming-of-age events, especially in a society as fluid as
ours.

Conversations with: Bob Abernethy, Huston Smith, Julia Sweeney, Roz Chast, Harold Kushner, Ram
Dass, Elie Wiesel, Deepak Chopra, Robert Thurman, Coleman Barks, Yusuf Islam (Cat Stevens), And
others
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Mills:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Opening the Doors of Wonder: Reflections on
Religious Rites of Passage has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Opening the Doors of Wonder:
Reflections on Religious Rites of Passage is not only giving you far more new information but also to be
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship while using book Opening the Doors of Wonder: Reflections on Religious Rites of Passage. You
never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

James Baker:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the guide untitled Opening the Doors of Wonder: Reflections on Religious Rites of
Passage can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Cliff Boyd:

Beside this kind of Opening the Doors of Wonder: Reflections on Religious Rites of Passage in your phone,
it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Opening the Doors of Wonder: Reflections on Religious Rites of Passage because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this
book as well as read it from currently!

Sherry Fitzgerald:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that will filled
update of news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just looking for the Opening the Doors of Wonder: Reflections on Religious Rites of Passage when you
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