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On Easter Sunday, 1873, in the tiny hamlet of Colfax, Louisiana, more than 150 members of an all-black
Republican militia, defending the towns courthouse, were slain by an armed force of rampaging white
supremacists. The most deadly incident of racial violence of the Reconstruction era, the Colfax Massacre
unleashed a reign of terror that all but extinguished the campaign for racial equality. LeeAnna Keiths The
Colfax Massacre is the first full-length book to tell the history of this decisive event. Drawing on a huge
body of documents, including eyewitness accounts of the massacre, as well as newly discovered evidence
from the site itself, Keith explores the racial tensions that led to the fateful encounter, during which
surrendering blacks were mercilessly slaughtered, and the reverberations this message of terror sent
throughout the South. Keith also recounts the heroic attempts by U.S. Attorney J.R. Beckwith to bring the
killers to justice and the many legal issues raised by the massacre. In 1875, disregarding the poignant
testimony of 300 witnesses, the Supreme Court ruled unanimously in U.S. v. Cruikshank to overturn a lower
court conviction of eight conspirators. This decision virtually nullified the Ku Klux Klan Enforcement Acts
of 1870 and 1871--which had made federal offenses of a variety of acts to intimidate voters and
officeholders--and cleared the way for the Jim Crow era. If there was a single historical moment that
effectively killed Reconstruction and erased the gains blacks had made since the civil war, it was the day of
the Colfax Massacre. LeeAnna Keith gives readers both a gripping narrative account of that portentous day
and a nuanced historical analysis of its far-reaching repercussions.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly McKeever:

The book The Colfax Massacre: The Untold Story of Black Power, White Terror, and the Death of
Reconstruction make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more
increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your
subject. If you can make examining a book The Colfax Massacre: The Untold Story of Black Power, White
Terror, and the Death of Reconstruction to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
wide open and read a guide The Colfax Massacre: The Untold Story of Black Power, White Terror, and the
Death of Reconstruction. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Donald Jefferies:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Colfax Massacre: The Untold Story of Black Power, White
Terror, and the Death of Reconstruction book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with The Colfax Massacre: The
Untold Story of Black Power, White Terror, and the Death of Reconstruction content conveys prospect easily
to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in
the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Colfax Massacre: The Untold Story of Black Power,
White Terror, and the Death of Reconstruction is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Clarence Danner:

This book untitled The Colfax Massacre: The Untold Story of Black Power, White Terror, and the Death of
Reconstruction to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it
via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your
list.

Christopher Walker:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
in addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for



yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Colfax Massacre: The Untold Story of Black Power, White
Terror, and the Death of Reconstruction can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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