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Stairway to Heaven is an incredibly broad ranging new study that stretches from ancient Egypt and Babylon
to Jewish and Christian Kabbalists, Chinese Daoists, Hindu Tantra and Haitian Vodun and finally to 19th
and 20th century European occult societies, uncovering a hitherto unrecognized common myth that has been
employed the world over in roughly the same form since the earliest recorded texts. Beginning with the
oldest form of Jewish mysticism and extending this search through the dead sea scrolls, Levenda reveals a
consistent emphasis on the number seven and its association with heavenly themes, including those of a
chariot, a Throne, a Temple and a divine Being. The author then examines the myths and rituals of egypt,
sumer and Babylon to locate the origin of this myth and comes up with some surprising results in the ascent
rituals of the middle east. Shifting to the far east, Levenda demonstrates how the mystical practices of China
and India display important similarities to these rituals, most notably in the practices of the Chinese
alchemists who used a map of seven stars as their ladder to heaven.

Reinforced by visits to the Buddhist shrine of Borobudur in indonesia, Levenda concludes that there was a
myth common to peoples across the ancient world that an ascent to the heavens was possible using a ladder
of seven stars, a process running parallel to the alchemical idea of the perfection of metals and the
perfectibility of the soul.

This concept was enshrined in the rituals of the Western secret societies of the 19th and 20th centuries such
as the golden dawn and the Hermetic Brotherhood of Luxor, and influenced the development of new age
occultism. exhaustive in scope and revealing in its scholarship, Stairway to Heaven casts a fascinating new
multidisciplinary perspective on the mystical practices of heavenly ascent.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Harlow:

The feeling that you get from Stairway to Heaven: Chinese Alchemists, Jewish Kabbalists, and the Art of
Spiritual Transformation may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Stairway to
Heaven: Chinese Alchemists, Jewish Kabbalists, and the Art of Spiritual Transformation giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood
by simply anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Stairway to Heaven:
Chinese Alchemists, Jewish Kabbalists, and the Art of Spiritual Transformation instantly.

Ashley Washington:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Stairway to Heaven: Chinese Alchemists, Jewish Kabbalists, and the Art of
Spiritual Transformation this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now.
This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is
why this book ideal all of you.

Jonathan Smith:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Stairway to Heaven: Chinese Alchemists,
Jewish Kabbalists, and the Art of Spiritual Transformation can give you a lot of friends because by you
investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably
your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We
need to have Stairway to Heaven: Chinese Alchemists, Jewish Kabbalists, and the Art of Spiritual
Transformation.

Elizabeth Acker:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to



presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Stairway to Heaven: Chinese Alchemists, Jewish Kabbalists, and
the Art of Spiritual Transformation can make you really feel more interested to read.
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