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In Living Up to the Ads Simone Weil Davis examines commodity culture’s impact on popular notions of
gender and identity during the 1920s. Arguing that the newly ascendant advertising industry introduced three
new metaphors for personhood—the ad man, the female consumer, and the often female advertising model
or spokesperson—Davis traces the emergence of the pervasive gendering of American consumerism.
Materials from advertising firms—including memos, manuals, meeting minutes, and newsletters—are
considered alongside the fiction of Sinclair Lewis, Nella Larsen, Bruce Barton, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and Zelda
Fitzgerald. Davis engages such books as Babbitt, Quicksand, and Save Me the Waltz in original and
imaginative ways, asking each to participate in her discussion of commodity culture, gender, and identity. To
illuminate the subjective, day-to-day experiences of 1920s consumerism in the United States, Davis
juxtaposes print ads and industry manuals with works of fiction. Capturing the maverick voices of some of
the decade’s most influential advertisers and writers, Davis reveals the lines that were drawn between truths
and lies, seduction and selling, white and black, and men and women.
Davis’s methodology challenges disciplinary borders by employing historical, sociological, and literary
practices to discuss the enduring links between commodity culture, gender, and identity construction. Living
Up to the Ads will appeal to students and scholars of advertising, American studies, women’s studies,
cultural studies, and early-twentieth-century American history.
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From reader reviews:

Daisy Richardson:

This Living Up to the Ads: Gender Fictions of the 1920s (New Americanists) book is not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. This Living Up to the Ads: Gender Fictions of the 1920s (New Americanists)
without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Living Up to the Ads: Gender Fictions of the 1920s (New Americanists) can bring any
time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even telephone. This Living Up to the Ads: Gender Fictions of the 1920s (New
Americanists) having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Michelle Chase:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Living Up to the Ads: Gender Fictions of the 1920s (New
Americanists) can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Laura Rogers:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in
the top record in your reading list will be Living Up to the Ads: Gender Fictions of the 1920s (New
Americanists). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

David Bostick:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Living Up to the Ads: Gender Fictions of the 1920s (New
Americanists) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Living Up
to the Ads: Gender Fictions of the 1920s (New Americanists) has many kinds or category. Start from kids
until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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