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Essayist, editor, columnist, author of many books, and winner of a special Pulitzer Prize citation in 1958 for
his powers of news analysis, Walter Lippmann both appraised and influenced twentieth-century American
politics. No other author of the century dealt with the persistent problems of politics from so many
approaches, was so widely read, or varied so widely in his conclusions.

Benjamin F. Wright’s study is the first book devoted to an exposition and analysis of Lippmann’s nine
“books of political philosophy,” as James Reston called them. These books provide a fascinating study of
changes in the political and economic ideas of the most important journalist of his time.

Lippmann’s books published in 1913 and 1914 reflect the optimism of the Progressive Era, of faith in
science and in the ability of people to choose their goals and attain them. In 1922 and 1925, while editor of
the New York World, Lippmann wrote searching, often pessimistic analyses of what he believed to be the
prevailing assumptions regarding the nature and role of public opinion. Although in the Coolidge era he
relegated government to a minor role as mediator, he became an enthusiastic defender of the achievements of
the early New Deal. Two years later in a longer look, he found the same New Deal following the path toward
totalitarianism. Keynes was discarded and his place taken by the economics of Adam Smith, bolstered by the
common law of Coke and the Constitution of the founders. Finally, in 1955, in the extremely popular and
very engaging Public Philosophy, there is a lament for the “decline of the West” and a plea to return to the
age of civility and natural law.

In a final analytical chapter, Wright presents a critique of Lippmann’s historical understanding and the
modern applications of the tradition of natural law. He also assesses Lippmann’s inability to translate the
“public philosophy” into programs or institutional changes and the failure to account for the expansion of
governmental functions together with the continued strength of constitutional democracy in the West.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Lin:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Five Public Philosophies of Walter Lippmann. Try to
make the book Five Public Philosophies of Walter Lippmann as your pal. It means that it can to get your
friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Viola Coghlan:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Five Public Philosophies of Walter
Lippmann. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Alice Winfield:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone
is you don't know what type you should start with. This Five Public Philosophies of Walter Lippmann is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this
era.

Harold Scott:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Five Public Philosophies of Walter Lippmann book is readable through
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Five
Public Philosophies of Walter Lippmann content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you
continue to thinking Five Public Philosophies of Walter Lippmann is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?
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