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Debora Hammond's The Science of Synthesis explores the development of general systems theory and the
individuals who gathered together around that idea to form the Society for General Systems Research. In
examining the life and work of the SGSR's five founding members-Ludwig von Bertalanffy, Kenneth
Boulding, Ralph Gerard, James Grier Miller, and Anatol Rapoport-Hammond traces the emergence of
systems ideas across a broad range of disciplines in the mid-twentieth century.

Both metaphor and framework, the systems concept as articulated by its earliest proponents highlights
relationship and interconnectedness among the biological, ecological, social, psychological, and
technological dimensions of our increasingly complex lives. Seeking to transcend the reductionism and
mechanism of classical science-which they saw as limited by its focus on the discrete, component parts of
reality-the general systems community hoped to complement this analytic approach with a more holistic
orientation. As one of many systems traditions, the general systems group was specifically interested in
fostering collaboration and integration among different disciplinary perspectives, with an emphasis on
nurturing more participatory and truly democratic forms of social organization.

The Science of Synthesis documents a unique episode in the history of modern thought, one that remains
relevant today. This book will be of interest to historians of science, system thinkers, scholars and
practicioners in the social sciences, management, organization development and related fields, as well as the
general reader interested in the history of ideas that have shaped critical developments in the second half of
the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bosse:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Science of Synthesis:
Exploring the Social Implications of General Systems Theory book because this book offers you rich data
and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Melba More:

This book untitled The Science of Synthesis: Exploring the Social Implications of General Systems Theory
to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a
lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by means
of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Vivian Nava:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the guide untitled The Science of Synthesis: Exploring the Social Implications of
General Systems Theory can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Cynthia Harvell:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Science of Synthesis: Exploring the Social
Implications of General Systems Theory or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as
well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes The Science of Synthesis: Exploring the Social Implications of General
Systems Theory to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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