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Studies of the English Romantic poets generally portray them either as transcending the workings of
capitalism or as working in complicity with an entrepreneurial economy. In The Orphaned Imagination,
Guinn Batten challenges standard accounts of Romantic poetry and argues that Wordsworth, Byron, Blake,
Shelley, Keats, and Coleridge—each of whom suffered the loss of a father or father-figure at an early
age—possessed an orphan’s special insight into the dynamics and aesthetics of commodity culture and its
symptomatic melancholia.
Building on the theoretical insights of Slavoj Zizek, Judith Butler, Julia Kristeva, and Eve Kosofsky
Sedgwick, Batten interweaves the discourses of psychoanalysis, economics, biography, sexuality,
melancholy, value, and exchange to question accepted ideas of how Romantic poetry works. She asserts that
poetic labor is in fact paradigmatic of the kinds of production—and the kinds of desire—that capitalist
culture renders invisible. If symbolic exchange, in cash or in words, requires the surrender of a beloved
object, if healthy mourning requires an orphan to “work through” emotional loss through the consolation of
art or a love for the living, then the rebellious Romantic poet, Batten contends, possessed unique insight into
the alternative authority of a poetic language that renounced a culture of denial. Batten urges that scholars
move beyond critical approaches condemning allegedly regressive forms of pleasure, recognizing that they,
too, are haunted by melancholic attachments to dead poets as they conduct their work.
 The Orphaned Imagination will interest anyone concerned with the claims of the English Romantic poets to
a distinctive, valuable form of knowledge and those who may wonder about the power of contemporary
theory to illuminate a traditional field.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Eiland:

Typically the book The Orphaned Imagination: Melancholy and Commodity Culture in English
Romanticism has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy
to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Dolores Mann:

The Orphaned Imagination: Melancholy and Commodity Culture in English Romanticism can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing The Orphaned Imagination: Melancholy and Commodity Culture in English
Romanticism but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial pondering.

Santiago Johnson:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of
book The Orphaned Imagination: Melancholy and Commodity Culture in English Romanticism. You can
add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.

Virginia Berry:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Orphaned Imagination: Melancholy and
Commodity Culture in English Romanticism to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal
skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you
to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the book The Orphaned Imagination: Melancholy and
Commodity Culture in English Romanticism can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone
and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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