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As a young man Meron Benvenisti often accompanied his father, a distinguished geographer, when the elder
Benvenisti traveled through the Holy Land charting a Hebrew map that would rename Palestinian sites and
villages with names linked to Israel's ancestral homeland. These experiences in Benvenisti's youth are central
to this book, and the story that he tells helps explain how during this century an Arab landscape, physical and
human, was transformed into an Israeli, Jewish state.

Benvenisti first discusses the process by which new Hebrew nomenclature replaced the Arabic names of
more than 9,000 natural features, villages, and ruins in Eretz Israel/Palestine (his name for the Holy Land,
thereby defining it as a land of Jews and Arabs). He then explains how the Arab landscape has been
transformed through war, destruction, and expulsion into a flourishing Jewish homeland accommodating
millions of immigrants. The resulting encounters between two peoples who claim the same land have raised
great moral and political dilemmas, which Benvenisti presents with candor and impartiality.

Benvenisti points out that five hundred years after the Moors left Spain there are sufficient landmarks
remaining to preserve the outlines of Muslim Spain. Even with sustained modern development, the ancient
scale is still visible. Yet a Palestinian returning to his ancestral landscape after only fifty years would have
difficulty identifying his home. Furthermore, Benvenisti says, the transformation of Arab cultural assets into
Jewish holy sites has engendered a struggle over the "signposts of memory" essential to both peoples.

Sacred Landscape raises troublesome questions that most writers on the Middle East avoid. The now-buried
Palestinian landscape remains a symbol and a battle standard for Palestinians and Israelis. But it is
Benvenisti's continuing belief that Eretz Israel/Palestine has enough historical and physical space for the
people of both nations and that it can one day be a shared homeland.
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From reader reviews:

Alysha Johnson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Sacred Landscape:
The Buried History of the Holy Land since 1948 (Honorable Mention for the Albert Hourani Award, Middle
Easte) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Rafael Rainey:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be examine. Sacred Landscape: The Buried History of the Holy Land
since 1948 (Honorable Mention for the Albert Hourani Award, Middle Easte) can be your answer given it
can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Larry Brackett:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Sacred Landscape: The Buried History of the Holy Land since 1948 (Honorable
Mention for the Albert Hourani Award, Middle Easte) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time
to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Manuel Frazier:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Sacred Landscape: The Buried History of
the Holy Land since 1948 (Honorable Mention for the Albert Hourani Award, Middle Easte) to make your
own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and
studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that
the publication Sacred Landscape: The Buried History of the Holy Land since 1948 (Honorable Mention for
the Albert Hourani Award, Middle Easte) can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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