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This groundbreaking book attempts a fully contextualized reading of the poetry written by Pindar for Hieron
of Syracuse in the 470s BC. It argues that the victory odes and other occasional songs composed by Pindar
for the Sicilian tyrant were part of an extensive cultural program that included athletic competition, coinage,
architecture, sanctuary dedication, city foundation, and much more. In the tumultuous years following the
Persian invasion of Greece in 480, elite Greek leaders and their cities struggled to capitalize on the Greek
victory and to define themselves as free peoples who triumphed over the threat of Persian monarchy. Pindars
victory odes are an important contribution to Hierons goal of panhellenic pre-eminence, redescribing
contemporary tyranny as an instantiation of golden-age kingship and consonant with best Greek tradition. In
a delicate process of cultural legitimation, the poets praise deploys athletic victories as a signs of more
general preeminence. Three initial chapters set the stage by presenting the history and culture of Syracuse
under the Deinomenid tyrants, exploring issues of performance and patronage, and juxtaposing Hieron to
rival Greek leaders on the mainland. Subsequent chapters examine in turn all Pindars preserved poetry for
Hieron and members of his court, and contextualizes this poetry by comparing it to the songs written for
Hieron by Pindars poetic contemporary, Bacchylides. These odes develop a specifically tyrannical
mythology in which a hero from the past enjoys unusual closeness with the gods, only to bring ruin on him
or herself by failing to manage this closeness appropriately. Such negative exemplars counterbalance
Hierons good fortune and present the dangers against which he must (and does) protect himself by regal
virtue. The readings that emerge are marked by exceptional integration of literary interpretation with the
political/historical context.
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From reader reviews:

Eula Hunter:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want experience happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the
Pindar and the Construction of Syracusan Monarchy in the Fifth Century B.C. (Greeks Overseas) is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Carol Boissonneault:

Precisely why? Because this Pindar and the Construction of Syracusan Monarchy in the Fifth Century B.C.
(Greeks Overseas) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write
the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Dorothy Penland:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book
that need more time to be read. Pindar and the Construction of Syracusan Monarchy in the Fifth Century
B.C. (Greeks Overseas) can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short spare time
problems.

Casey Russell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Pindar and the
Construction of Syracusan Monarchy in the Fifth Century B.C. (Greeks Overseas).
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