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In Modernist Women Writers and War, Julie Goodspeed-Chadwick examines important avant-garde writings
by three American women authors and shows that during World Wars I and II a new kind of war literature
emerged—one in which feminist investigation of war and trauma effectively counters the paradigmatic war
experience long narrated by men. In the past, Goodspeed-Chadwick explains, scholars have not considered
writings by women as part of war literature. They have limited “war writing” to works by men, such as
William Butler Yeats’s poem “An Irish Airman Foresees His Death” (1919), which relies on a male
perspective: a pilot contemplates his forthcoming flight, his duty to his country, and his life in combat. But
works by Djuna Barnes, H.D., and Gertrude Stein set in wartime, however, reveal experiences and views of
war markedly different from those of male writers. They write women and their bodies into their texts, thus
creating space for female war writing, insisting on female presence in wartime, and, perhaps most
significantly, critiquing war and patriarchal politics, often in devastating fashion. Goodspeed-Chadwick
begins with Barnes, who in her surrealist novel Nightwood (1936) emphasizes the actual perversity of war by
placing it in contrast to the purported perverse and deviant behavior of her main characters. In her epic poem
Trilogy (1944-1946), H.D. validates female suffering and projects a feminist, spiritual worldview that fosters
healing from the ravages of war. Stein, for her part, in her experimental novel Mrs. Reynolds (1952) and her
long love poem Lifting Belly (1953), captures her experience of the everyday reality of war on the home
front, within the domestic economy of her household. In these works, the female body stands as the primary
textual marker or symbol of female identity—an insistence on women’s presence in both the text and in the
world outside the book. The strategies employed by Barnes, H.D., and Stein in these texts serve to produce a
new kind of writing, Goodspeed-Chadwick reveals, one that ineluctably constructs a female identity within,
and authorship of, the war narrative.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Jackson:

This Modernist Women Writers and War: Trauma and the Female Body in Djuna Barnes, H.D., and
Gertrude Stein book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Modernist Women
Writers and War: Trauma and the Female Body in Djuna Barnes, H.D., and Gertrude Stein without we
comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry
Modernist Women Writers and War: Trauma and the Female Body in Djuna Barnes, H.D., and Gertrude
Stein can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have
it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Modernist Women Writers and War: Trauma and the Female
Body in Djuna Barnes, H.D., and Gertrude Stein having very good arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Mary McClellan:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Modernist Women
Writers and War: Trauma and the Female Body in Djuna Barnes, H.D., and Gertrude Stein suitable to you?
The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Modernist Women
Writers and War: Trauma and the Female Body in Djuna Barnes, H.D., and Gertrude Steinis the main of
several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this
guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world within this book.

Teresa Hanson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That Modernist Women Writers and War: Trauma and the Female
Body in Djuna Barnes, H.D., and Gertrude Stein can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking
at this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Modernist Women Writers and War: Trauma and the Female Body in Djuna Barnes, H.D., and
Gertrude Stein.

Karen Johnson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can



know everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet.
Every year has been exactly added. This publication Modernist Women Writers and War: Trauma and the
Female Body in Djuna Barnes, H.D., and Gertrude Stein was filled about science. Spend your free time to
add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern
era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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