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In an ideal world, the laws of Congress--known as federal statutes--would always be clearly worded and
easily understood by the judges tasked with interpreting them. But many laws feature ambiguous or even
contradictory wording. How, then, should judges divine their meaning? Should they stick only to the text?
To what degree, if any, should they consult aids beyond the statutes themselves? Are the purposes of
lawmakers in writing law relevant?

Some judges, such as Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, believe courts should look to the language of
the statute and virtually nothing else. Chief Judge Robert A. Katzmann of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit respectfully disagrees. In Judging Statutes, Katzmann, who is a trained political scientist as
well as a judge, argues that our constitutional system charges Congress with enacting laws; therefore, how
Congress makes its purposes known through both the laws themselves and reliable accompanying materials
should be respected. He looks at how the American government works, including how laws come to be and
how various agencies construe legislation. He then explains the judicial process of interpreting and applying
these laws through the demonstration of two interpretative approaches, purposivism (focusing on the purpose
of a law) and textualism (focusing solely on the text of the written law). Katzmann draws from his
experience to show how this process plays out in the real world, and concludes with some suggestions to
promote understanding between the courts and Congress.

When courts interpret the laws of Congress, they should be mindful of how Congress actually functions, how
lawmakers signal the meaning of statutes, and what those legislators expect of courts construing their laws.
The legislative record behind a law is in truth part of its foundation, and therefore merits consideration.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Tritt:

The book Judging Statutes can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why
must we leave the best thing like a book Judging Statutes? A number of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Judging Statutes has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Hicks:

The actual book Judging Statutes has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get
a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research
ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Charles Montiel:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Judging Statutes that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said
as the means for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Judging Statutes
become your starter.

Tammie Torres:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or
real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Judging Statutes can make you sense more interested to read.
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