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Harry S. Truman once said, Ours is a nation of many different groups, of different races, of different national
origins. And yet, the debate over what it means--and what it takes--to be an American remains contentious.
Nationalist solidarity, many claim, requires a willful blending into the assimilationist alloy of these United
States. Others argue that the interests of both nation and individual are best served by allowing multiple
traditions to flourish--a salad bowl of identities and allegiances, rather than a melting pot. Tracing how
Americans have confronted and relinquished, but mostly clung to group identities over the past century,
Desmond King here debunks one of the guiding assumptions of American nationhood, namely that group
distinction and identification would gradually dissolve over time, creating a postethnic nation. Over the
course of the twentieth century, King shows, the divisions in American society arising from group loyalties
have consistently proven themselves too strong to dissolve. For better or for worse, the often-disparaged
politics of multiculturalism are here to stay, with profound implications for Americas democracy. Americans
have now entered a post-multiculturalist settlement in which the renewal of democracy continues to depend
on groups battling it out in political trenches, yet the process is ruled by a newly invigorated and
strengthened state. But Americans resolute embrace of their distinctive identities has ramifications not just
internally and domestically but on the world stage as well. The image of one-people American nationhood so
commonly projected abroad camouflages the countrys sprawling, often messy diversity: a lesson that nation-
builders worldwide cannot afford to ignore as they attempt to accommodate ever-evolving group needs and
the demands of individuals to be treated equally. Spanning the entire twentieth century and encompassing
immigration policies, the nationalistic fallout from both world wars, the civil rights movement, and nation-
building efforts in the postcolonial era, The Liberty of Strangers advances a major new interpretation of
American nationalism and the future prospects for diverse democracies.
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From reader reviews:

Greg Wilson:

The knowledge that you get from The Liberty of Strangers: Making the American Nation is the more deep
you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but The Liberty of Strangers: Making the American Nation giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone
who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific The Liberty of Strangers: Making the
American Nation instantly.

Eva Stanfield:

This The Liberty of Strangers: Making the American Nation are usually reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Liberty of Strangers: Making the American
Nation can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed you with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this The Liberty of Strangers: Making the American Nation giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise.
So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Patsy Kuster:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Liberty of Strangers: Making the American
Nation, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Eileen Schmitt:

The book untitled The Liberty of Strangers: Making the American Nation contain a lot of information on
this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.
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