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This book, like a major archaeological dig, unearths a littleknown, now vanished civilization and changes
how we understand history. In the 1940s, when FDR opened up the defense industry to black workers, it
inspired a massive wave of black migration to a small area of Los Angeles along Central Avenue—and
cultural ferment in the arts, culture, and politics. In a neighborhood densely packed with black musicians,
independent labels and after hours spots, rhythm and blues was spawned. Chester Himes fathered the black
detective novel and a noir sensibility. Black comics took off minstrel blackface for the first time and
addressed audiences directly with socially-tinged humor. And, Smith suggests, the civil rights movement
helped get its start, as the strategy of building mass movements and giving power to ghetto dwellers gained
favor in opposition to the top-down strategies of the NAACP and the Urban League. Harlem's Renaissance
had been driven by the intellectual elite. In L.A., a new sense of black identity arose from street level. But
when the moment was over, many hopes and lives were swept away with it. Based on original research and
interviews, told through an engaging narrative, this book shows convincingly that much that we take for
granted today, from hip hop and slang to modern-day street fashion, all flowed from the 1940s scene along
the Great Black Way.
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From reader reviews:

Tamika Sheppard:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible The Great Black Way L.A. in the
1940s and the Lost African-American Renaissance? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Bobby Hanke:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The Great Black Way L.A. in the 1940s and the
Lost African-American Renaissance will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
suitable book with you?

Bruce Mull:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great and important the book The Great Black Way L.A. in the 1940s and the Lost
African-American Renaissance. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Keith Kemp:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in
the top collection in your reading list is actually The Great Black Way L.A. in the 1940s and the Lost
African-American Renaissance. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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