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Conceived as a literary form to aggressively publicize the abolitionist cause in the United States, the African
American slave narrative remains a powerful and illuminating demonstration of America's dark history. Yet
the genre's impact extended far beyond the borders of the U.S. In a period when few books sold more than
five hundred copies, slave narratives sold in the tens of thousands, providing British readers vivid accounts
of the violence and privation experienced by American slaves. Eloquent, bracing narratives by Frederick
Douglass, William Box Brown, Solomon Northrop, and others enjoyed unprecedented popularity,
captivating audiences that included activists, journalists, and some of the era's greatest novelists.

The American Slave Narrative and the Victorian Novel investigates the shaping influence of the American
slave narrative on the Victorian novel in the years between the British Abolition Act and the American
Emancipation Proclamation. The book argues that Charlotte Bront?, W. M. Thackeray, Elizabeth Gaskell,
Charles Dickens, and Fanny and Robert Louis Stevenson integrated into their works generic elements of the
slave narrative-from the emphasis on literacy as a tool of liberation, to the teleological journey from slavery
to freedom, to the ethics of resistance over submission. It contends that Victorian novelists used these tropes
in an attempt to access the slave narrative's paradigm of resistance, illuminate the transnational dimension of
slavery, and articulate Britain's role in the global community. Through a deft use of disparate sources, Lee
reveals how the slave narrative becomes part of the textual network of the English novel, making visible how
black literary, as well as economic, production contributed to English culture.

Lucidly written, richly researched, and cogently argued, Julia Sun-Joo Lee's insightful monograph makes an
invaluable contribution to scholars of American literary history, African American literature, and the
Victorian novel, in addition to highlighting the vibrant transatlantic exchange of ideas that illuminated
literatures on both sides of the Atlantic during the nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

James Jean:

This The American Slave Narrative and the Victorian Novel book is not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. This specific The American Slave Narrative and the Victorian Novel without we understand teach
the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry The
American Slave Narrative and the Victorian Novel can bring any time you are and not make your tote space
or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This The
American Slave Narrative and the Victorian Novel having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Cheryl Waller:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
American Slave Narrative and the Victorian Novel, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Ross Turner:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this The American Slave
Narrative and the Victorian Novel.

Ronnie Chaney:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The American Slave Narrative and the
Victorian Novel e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism The American



Slave Narrative and the Victorian Novel as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is
one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.
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