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James Houk's field work in Trinidad and subsequent involvement in the Orisha religion allows him a
uniquely intimate perspective on a complex and eclectic religion. Originating in Nigeria, Orisha combines
elements of African religions (notably Yoruba), Catholicism, Hinduism, Protestantism Spiritual Baptist, and
Kabbalah. A religion of spirits and spirit possession, ceremonies and feasts, churches and shrines, sacrifices
and sacred objects, Orisha is constantly shifting and unstable, its practice widely varied. As a belief system,
it is a powerful presence in the social structure, culture, and, more recently, the political realm of Trinidad.

Houk carefully examines the historical forces that have transformed Orisha from a relatively simple religion
in colonial Trinidad to an abstruse mix of belief, ritual, and symbolism. The voices of worshippers and
Orisha leaders spring to life the intensity and power of the religion. Houk's own recounting of participation
in many of the mystical ceremonies, including taking on the important role of drummer in several feasts, his
initiation into Orisha, and his exceptional field research provide fascinating details essential in understanding
the development of this Caribbean religion.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Johnson:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Spirits, Blood and Drums: The Orisha Religion in
Trinidad will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Thelma Price:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
and soon. The Spirits, Blood and Drums: The Orisha Religion in Trinidad provide you with a new experience
in studying a book.

Steven Bourg:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top record in your reading list is Spirits, Blood and Drums: The Orisha Religion in Trinidad. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking
way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Frank Moore:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying
to find the Spirits, Blood and Drums: The Orisha Religion in Trinidad when you needed it?
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