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"In alanguage there are only differences without positive terms. Whether we take the signified or the
signifier, the language contains neither ideas nor sounds that pre-exist the linguistic system, but only
conceptual differences and phonic differences issuing from this system." (From the posthumous Coursein
General Linguistics, 1916.)

No one becomes as famous as Saussure without both admirers and detractors reducing them to a paragraph's
worth of ideas that can be readily quoted, debated, memorized, and examined. One can argue the ideas
expressed above - that language is composed of a system of acoustic oppositions (the signifier) matched by
social convention to a system of conceptual oppositions (the signified) - have in some sense become
"Saussure", while the human being, in al his complexity, has disappeared. In the

first comprehensive biography of Ferdinand de Saussure, John Joseph restores the full character and history
of aman who is considered the founder of modern linguistics and whose ideas have influenced literary
theory, philosophy, cultural studies, and virtually every other branch of humanities and the

social sciences.

Through a far-reaching account of Saussure's life and the time in which he lived, we learn about the history
of Geneva, of Genevese educational institutions, of linguistics, about Saussure's ancestry, about his
childhood, his education, the fortunes of hisrelatives, and his personal life in Paris. John Joseph intersperses
al these discussions with accounts of Saussure's research and the courses he taught highlighting the waysin
which knowing about his friendships and family history can help

us understand not only his thoughts and ideas but also his utter failure to publish any major work after the
age of twenty-one.
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From reader reviews:
Celia Redmond:

The book Saussure make you feel enjoy for your sparetime. Y ou may use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Saussure to get your habit, you can
get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all

subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like available and read a publication Saussure. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So, how do you think about this guide?

Laura Dupont:

The book untitled Saussure is the reserve that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The article author was did alot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Saussure from the publisher to make
you far more enjoy free time.

Nicolas Jones;

As ascholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well asto
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Saussure can make you truly feel more interested to read.

AliceOlivares:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update with regards to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Saussure.
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