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Pen Portraits tells the story of the achievements of Australia's earliest women writers.

Despite being confined to a life within the home in a frontier society, some talented (and very determined)
women in colonial Australia carved out careers as writers. Among them were writers of popular serials,
whose latest instalments were as eagerly awaited as the latest episode is in today's TV 'soapies'; writers of
newspaper features and columns; even a foreign correspondent.

But it was not until the 1880s that a very few won full-time positions as journalists. For some this was the
exciting storming of an all-male preserve, for most it meant the society pages - the 'deadly dreary ruck of
long dress reports'.

Nevertheless, there was a handful of women who ran the new women's magazines, and in these magazines
women writers carried on the fight for the vote, for the right to an education, for freedom to work and
freedom from unhappy marriages.

Pen Portraits presents these women's worlds, their brave choices and their remarkable lives. Lavishly
illustrated, Pen Portraits pays belated tribute to their contribution to colonial life and letters.

Patricia Clarke, a journalist for many years and the author of The Governesses and A Colonial Woman, has
uncovered the stories of almost a hundred women, from the first woman to publish in Australia to those
whose work gained international acclaim; from the writers of moral tales to those whose 'daring' copy
brought a raffish touch to the newspapers of the day; from crusading reformers to society ladies who wrote
the social notes.
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From reader reviews:

John Casale:

The actual book Pen Portraits: Women writers and journalists in nineteenth century Australia will bring one
to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Pen Portraits: Women writers and
journalists in nineteenth century Australia is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Erwin Fast:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Pen Portraits: Women writers and journalists in nineteenth century Australia your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Pen Portraits: Women writers and journalists in
nineteenth century Australia giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern
at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Cheryl Phelps:

This Pen Portraits: Women writers and journalists in nineteenth century Australia is great e-book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we
can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Pen Portraits: Women writers and journalists in nineteenth century Australia in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Eulalia Perry:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book Pen Portraits: Women writers and journalists in nineteenth century Australia we can take
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book



Pen Portraits: Women writers and journalists in nineteenth century Australia. You can more inviting than
now.
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