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Proposes a new way of understanding the nature of metaphysics, focusing on nonreductionist emergence
theory, both in ancient and modern philosophy, as well as in contemporary philosophy of science.

Is metaphysics possible? This book argues that the greatest threat to its viability derives from a self-
destructive formalism. If what is essential to the nature of physical entities are the properties they have in
common (as formalism holds), the inevitable result will be a reductionist collapse—leaving only “being” or
physical “matter” or some other underlying ground. In Essential Difference, James Blachowicz first
constructs a one-to-one historical parallel between the modern crisis surrounding formalism
(Hume/Kant/Hegel) and the ancient version (Parmenides/Plato/Aristotle), focusing on the principles of
differentiation and individuation that underlie Aristotle’s and Hegel’s antireductionist programs. He then
proposes a contemporary metaphysical theory of emergence in the context of recent philosophy of science.
This theory, founded on the principle of the nonderivability of actual states from possible states, holds that
the differences among physical, biological, and mental phenomena are essential to any metaphysics.
Essential Difference is the only focused treatment of this problem and is itself essential for any
understanding of the nature of metaphysics.

James Blachowicz is Professor of Philosophy at Loyola University Chicago. He is the author of Of Two
Minds: The Nature of Inquiry, also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Ables:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Essential Difference: Toward a
Metaphysics of Emergence book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

David Unruh:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this
Essential Difference: Toward a Metaphysics of Emergence.

Waldo Gates:

You will get this Essential Difference: Toward a Metaphysics of Emergence by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.

Karl Wolfe:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Essential Difference: Toward a Metaphysics
of Emergence to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when
you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about
book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it.
Beside that the guide Essential Difference: Toward a Metaphysics of Emergence can to be your brand-new
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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