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Poet, novelist, playwright, and chess enthusiast, Raymond Roussel (1877-1933) was one of the French belle
époque's most compelling literary figures. During his lifetime, Roussel's work was vociferously championed
by the surrealists, but never achieved the widespread acclaim for which he yearned. New Impressions of
Africa is undoubtedly Roussel's most extraordinary work. Since its publication in 1932, this weird and
wonderful poem has slowly gained cult status, and its admirers have included Salvador Dalì--who dubbed it
the most "ungraspably poetic" work of the era--André Breton, Jean Cocteau, Marcel Duchamp, Michel
Foucault, Kenneth Koch, and John Ashbery.

Roussel began writing New Impressions of Africa in 1915 while serving in the French Army during the First
World War and it took him seventeen years to complete. "It is hard to believe the immense amount of time
composition of this kind of verse requires," he later commented. Mysterious, unnerving, hilarious, haunting,
both rigorously logical and dizzyingly sublime, it is truly one of the hidden masterpieces of twentieth-
century modernism.

This bilingual edition of New Impressions of Africa presents the original French text and the English poet
Mark Ford's lucid, idiomatic translation on facing pages. It also includes an introduction outlining the poem's
peculiar structure and evolution, notes explaining its literary and historical references, and the fifty-nine
illustrations anonymously commissioned by Roussel, via a detective agency, from Henri-A. Zo.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Maurer:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this New Impressions of Africa (Facing Pages)
book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Virginia Dunn:

The reserve with title New Impressions of Africa (Facing Pages) has lot of information that you can study it.
You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

David Dozier:

The book New Impressions of Africa (Facing Pages) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this
book.

Juana Rummel:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific New Impressions of Africa (Facing Pages) can
give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have New Impressions of Africa (Facing
Pages).
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