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BJ Ward, an award-winning poet whose poetry and essays have been featured on National Public Radio and
in publications such as The Sun Magazine, TriQuarterly, The Literary Review, and the New York Times, has
brought together in one volume the fruits of his labor spanning over twenty years. Winner of the 2014
Paterson Award for Literary Excellence, this rich collection of thoughtful and often ironic reflections reveals
both the reverence and irreverence of human experience. Jackleg Opera contains material from Ward's three
previous books Landing in New Jersey with Soft Hands, 17 Love Poems with No Despair, and Gravedigger's
Birthday, as well as thirty-five new poems that are reminiscent of the clear simple style of Poet Laureate
Billy Collins.

Under the Elm
We left the party, walked / beneath a moon that seemed / more a spotlight than night, / until we found a tree.
/ We pressed against it / and the grass rose against us, / the sky continued to darken, / and soon days, weeks,
migrations, / and metamorphoses passed / as we kissed ourselves out / of our bored lives. / Us--two thousand
miles away now, / the grass still growing wild around our feet.

"In poems that both honor and transcend his blue-collar roots, BJ Ward blends poignancy and humor with
downright good storytelling, and takes his place among the brightest voices of his generation."--Stephen
Dunn, winner of the 2001 Pulitzer Prize for Poetry

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Stacy Vincent:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is usually Jackleg Opera: Collected Poems, 1990 to 2013 (Io Poetry Series).

Patrick Reyes:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Jackleg Opera: Collected Poems, 1990 to 2013 (Io Poetry
Series) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Gene Green:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Jackleg
Opera: Collected Poems, 1990 to 2013 (Io Poetry Series) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's notice.

Thomas White:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Jackleg Opera: Collected Poems, 1990 to 2013 (Io Poetry
Series) or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides
are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Jackleg Opera: Collected Poems, 1990 to 2013 (Io Poetry Series) to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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