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The post–Civil Rights era was marked by an explosion of black political thought and aesthetics. Reflecting a
shifting horizon of expectations around race relations, the unconventional sounds of free jazz coupled with
experimental literary creation nuanced the push toward racial equality and enriched the possibilities for
aesthetic innovation within the Black Arts Movement. In Imagine the Sound, Carter Mathes demonstrates
how African American writers used sound to further artistic resistance within a rapidly transforming political
and racial landscape.

While many have noted the oral and musical qualities of African American poetry from the post–Civil
Rights period, Mathes points out how the political implications of dissonance, vibration, and resonance
produced in essays, short stories, and novels animated the ongoing struggle for equality. Situating literary
works by Henry Dumas, Larry Neal, and Toni Cade Bambara in relation to the expansive ideas of sound
proposed by free jazz musicians such as Marion Brown and Sun Ra, not only does this book illustrate how
the presence of sound can be heard and read as political, but it recuperates critically neglected, yet important,
writers and musicians. Ultimately, Mathes details how attempts to capture and render sound through the
medium of writing enable writers to envision alternate realities and resistance outside of the linear
frameworks offered by the Civil Rights and Black Power movements.

In precise and elegant prose, Mathes shows how in conceptualizing sound, African American writers opened
up the political imaginations of their readers. By exploring this intellectual convergence of literary artistry,
experimental music, and sound theory, Imagine the Sound reveals how taking up radically new forms of
expression allows us to speak to the complexities of race and political resistance.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Mendes:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Imagine the Sound: Experimental African American
Literature after Civil Rights. Try to stumble through book Imagine the Sound: Experimental African
American Literature after Civil Rights as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you
sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case.
The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Catrina Hall:

The book Imagine the Sound: Experimental African American Literature after Civil Rights has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. That book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Jose Reed:

Imagine the Sound: Experimental African American Literature after Civil Rights can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Imagine the Sound: Experimental African American Literature after Civil Rights but
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial imagining.

Rosemary Robinson:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Imagine the Sound: Experimental
African American Literature after Civil Rights is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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