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Brings an ecotheological perspective to postmodern gift theory.

What if our world were considered a gift? Extending postmodern gift theory to ecological and ecotheological
concerns, Mark Manolopoulos explores how “creation”—the what-is—can be seen as a gift. Creation, when
viewed in a radically egalitarian way, is the matrix of all material things—human, otherwise-than-human, or
humanly manufactured. Utilizing and critiquing the work of Jacques Derrida and Jean-Luc Marion,
Manolopoulos argues that the gift is an irresolvable paradox marked by the contradictory elements of excess
(gratuity, linearity) and exchange (gratitude, return). Philosophical and theological reflections on the gift
become entangled in its paradoxical tension, but ultimately both aspects must be respected and reflected.
When it comes to the creation-gift, we should vacillate between responses like letting-be, enjoyment, utility,
and return. Elegantly written and thought-provoking, If Creation Is a Gift both contributes to the ongoing
debate on the gift and provides a fresh philosophical and theological consideration of the environmental
crisis.

“…Manolopoulos’ text stimulates reflective thought concerning many aspects of the relational implications
of giving in both inter-human and ecological ethical terms. As such, its consideration of creation as a gift is
well poised to foster creativity in a reader, making careful reflection on Manolopoulos’ insights, as presented
in this book, a valuable activity.” — Studies in Religion

“This is a thoughtful and well-written book, touching on both philosophy and theology. Manolopoulos
provides an elegant introduction to the concept of the gift and to some relevant dimensions of Marion’s
philosophy for environmental theology.” — Religious Studies Review

“This is a brilliant application of theological debate concerning the gift, for those interested in contemporary
environmental ethics.” — CHOICE

Mark Manolopoulos is Honorary Research Associate with Monash University’s Centre for Studies in
Religion and Theology.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Simmons:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific If Creation Is a
Gift (SUNY series in Theology and Continental Thought) book as basic and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Beverly McGahey:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want experience happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular If
Creation Is a Gift (SUNY series in Theology and Continental Thought) is kind of book which is giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

Brian Wallace:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this If Creation Is a Gift (SUNY series in
Theology and Continental Thought) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism If Creation Is
a Gift (SUNY series in Theology and Continental Thought) as good book not merely by the cover but also by
the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to a different sixth sense.

John Wilson:

This If Creation Is a Gift (SUNY series in Theology and Continental Thought) is great book for you because
the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can state
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having If Creation Is a Gift (SUNY series in Theology and Continental Thought) in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer



you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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