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Since 2005, Thailand has been in crisis, with unprecedented political instability and the worst political
violence seen in the country in decades. In the aftermath of a military coup in 2006, Thailand’s press
freedom ranking plunged, while arrests for lèse-majesté have skyrocketed to levels unknown in the modern
world. Truth on Trial in Thailand traces the 110-year trajectory of defamation-based laws in Thailand. The
most prominent of these is lèse-majesté, but defamation aspects also appear in laws on sedition and treason,
the press and cinema, anti-communism, contempt of court, insulting of religion, as well as libel. This book
makes the case that despite the appearance of growing democratization, authoritarian structures and urges
still drive politics in Thailand; the long-term effects of defamation law adjudication has skewed the way that
Thai society approaches and perceives "truth."

Employing the work of Habermas, Foucault, Agamben, and Schmitt to construct an alternative framework to
understand Thai history, Streckfuss contends that Thai history has become "suspended" since 1958, and
repeatedly declining to face the truth of history has set the stage for an endless state of crisis.

This book will be of interest to students and scholars of South East Asian politics, Asian history, and media
and communication.

David Streckfuss is an independent scholar who has lived in Thailand for more than 20 years. His work
primarily concerns human rights, and political and cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Van Gee:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Truth on Trial in Thailand:
Defamation, Treason, and Lèse-Majesté (Rethinking Southeast Asia)? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Leigh Brown:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book Truth on Trial in Thailand: Defamation, Treason, and Lèse-Majesté
(Rethinking Southeast Asia) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book has high quality.

Eduardo Ford:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Truth on Trial in Thailand: Defamation, Treason, and
Lèse-Majesté (Rethinking Southeast Asia) why because the amazing cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Ashley Wright:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go through
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Truth on Trial in Thailand: Defamation, Treason, and Lèse-Majesté (Rethinking Southeast Asia) provide
you with new experience in studying a book.
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