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Since January 2004, a violent separatist insurgency has raged in southern Thailand, resulting in more than
three thousand deaths. Though largely unnoticed outside Southeast Asia, the rebellion in Pattani and
neighboring provinces and the Thai government's harsh crackdown have resulted in a full-scale crisis.
Tearing Apart the Land by Duncan McCargo, one of the world's leading scholars of contemporary Thai
politics, is the first fieldwork-based book about this conflict. Drawing on his extensive knowledge of the
region, hundreds of interviews conducted during a year's research in the troubled area, and unpublished
Thai-language sources that range from anonymous leaflets to confessions extracted by Thai security forces,
McCargo locates the roots of the conflict in the context of the troubled power relations between Bangkok and
the Muslim-majority "deep South."

McCargo describes how Bangkok tried to establish legitimacy by co-opting local religious and political
elites. This successful strategy was upset when Thaksin Shinawatra became prime minister in 2001 and set
out to reorganize power in the region. Before Thaksin was overthrown in a 2006 military coup, his repressive
policies had exposed the precariousness of the Bangkok government's influence. A rejuvenated militant
movement had emerged, invoking Islamic rhetoric to challenge the authority of local leaders obedient to
Bangkok.

For readers interested in contemporary Southeast Asia, insurgency and counterinsurgency, Islam, politics,
and questions of political violence, Tearing Apart the Land is a powerful account of the changing nature of
Islam on the Malay peninsula, the legitimacy of the central Thai government and the failures of its security
policy, the composition of the militant movement, and the conflict's disastrous impact on daily life in the
deep South. Carefully distinguishing the uprising in southern Thailand from other Muslim rebellions,
McCargo suggests that the conflict can be ended only if a more participatory mode of governance is adopted
in the region.
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From reader reviews:

Ericka McCall:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Tearing Apart the Land: Islam and Legitimacy in Southern Thailand.

Ronald Ybarra:

Here thing why that Tearing Apart the Land: Islam and Legitimacy in Southern Thailand are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Tearing Apart the Land: Islam and Legitimacy in Southern
Thailand giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there
is no publication that similar with Tearing Apart the Land: Islam and Legitimacy in Southern Thailand. It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which
is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in
your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the
form of Tearing Apart the Land: Islam and Legitimacy in Southern Thailand in e-book can be your
alternative.

Leonie Blazek:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Tearing Apart the Land: Islam and Legitimacy in
Southern Thailand as your daily resource information.

Leah Humphries:

This book untitled Tearing Apart the Land: Islam and Legitimacy in Southern Thailand to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your
list.
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