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A little over a century ago, bubonic plague--the same Black Death that decimated medieval Europe--arrived
on the shores of Hawaii just as the islands were about to become a U.S. territory. In this absorbing narrative,
James Mohr tells the story of that fearful visitation and its fiery climax--a vast conflagration that engulfed
Honolulu's Chinatown.
Mohr tells this gripping tale largely through the eyes of the people caught up in the disaster, from members
of the white elite to Chinese doctors, Japanese businessmen, and Hawaiian reporters. At the heart of the
narrative are three American physicians--the Honolulu Board of Health--who became virtual dictators when
the government granted them absolute control over the armed forces and the treasury. The doctors soon
quarantined Chinatown, where the plague was killing one or two people a day and clearly spreading. They
resisted intense pressure from the white community to burn down all of Chinatown at once and instead
ordered a careful, controlled burning of buildings where plague victims had died. But a freak wind whipped
one of those small fires into a roaring inferno that destroyed everything in its path, consuming roughly thirty-
eight acres of densely packed wooden structures in a single afternoon. Some 5000 people lost their homes
and all their possessions and were marched in shock to detention camps, where they were confined under
armed guard for weeks.
Next to the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, the Chinatown fire is the worst civic disaster in Hawaiian history.
A dramatic account of people struggling in the face of mounting catastrophe, Plague and Fire is a
stimulating and thought-provoking read.
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From reader reviews:

Dick McAlister:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Plague and Fire: Battling Black Death
and the 1900 Burning of Honolulu's Chinatown book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

John Carter:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Plague and Fire: Battling Black Death and the 1900 Burning of
Honolulu's Chinatown as the daily resource information.

John Espitia:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Plague and Fire:
Battling Black Death and the 1900 Burning of Honolulu's Chinatown, it is possible to tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a guide.

Helen Perez:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Plague and Fire: Battling Black Death and the
1900 Burning of Honolulu's Chinatown to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book
and examine it. Beside that the e-book Plague and Fire: Battling Black Death and the 1900 Burning of
Honolulu's Chinatown can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what



must you're doing of this time.
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