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Philosophical esotericism—the practice of communicating one’s unorthodox thoughts “between the
lines”—was a common practice until the end of the eighteenth century. The famous Encyclopédie of Diderot,
for instance, not only discusses this practice in over twenty different articles, but admits to employing it
itself. The history of Western thought contains hundreds of such statements by major philosophers testifying
to the use of esoteric writing in their own work or others’. Despite this long and well-documented history,
however, esotericism is often dismissed today as a rare occurrence. But by ignoring esotericism, we risk
cutting ourselves off from a full understanding of Western philosophical thought.

           

Arthur M. Melzer serves as our deeply knowledgeable guide in this capacious and engaging history of
philosophical esotericism. Walking readers through both an ancient (Plato) and a modern (Machiavelli)
esoteric work, he explains what esotericism is—and is not. It relies not on secret codes, but simply on a more
intensive use of familiar rhetorical techniques like metaphor, irony, and insinuation. Melzer explores the
various motives that led thinkers in different times and places to engage in this strange practice, while also
exploring the motives that lead more recent thinkers not only to dislike and avoid this practice but to deny its
very existence. In the book’s final section, “A Beginner’s Guide to Esoteric Reading,” Melzer turns to how
we might once again cultivate the long-forgotten art of reading esoteric works.

Philosophy Between the Lines is the first comprehensive, book-length study of the history and theoretical
basis of philosophical esotericism, and it provides a crucial guide to how many major
writings—philosophical, but also theological, political, and literary—were composed prior to the nineteenth
century.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Cauley:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question
because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this Philosophy Between the Lines: The
Lost History of Esoteric Writing to read.

Brian Wallace:

The book Philosophy Between the Lines: The Lost History of Esoteric Writing will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Philosophy Between the Lines: The Lost History of
Esoteric Writing is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Linda Sandoval:

The reason? Because this Philosophy Between the Lines: The Lost History of Esoteric Writing is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret
it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your skill
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Alfred Gates:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Philosophy Between the Lines: The Lost History of Esoteric Writing when you essential it?
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