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Tunisia offers a synoptic and chronological vision spanning thirteen centuries of Islamic History. After the
creation of Kairouan at the rise of the Islamic era – during which time local traditions were enriched with the
distant souvenir of Samarra – successive dynasties embellished the architectural language of the area with
their own unique artistic expressions. The Aghlabid monuments, for example, offer the dual physiognomy of
Christian art revisited by oriental craftsmanship, which was in turn inspired by the artistic language of Egypt
and Mesopotamia. The ornamental innovations of the Fatimid caliphate that followed, was then a source of
inspiration re-visited during the Zirid era. The long centuries of Hafside prosperity, stimulated by the arrival
of exiled Andalusians, signalled the creative pinnacle of an art of symbiosis: Hispanic-Maghreb art. This
successful cross-fertilisation of local austerity married with Cordoban-Umayyad splendour, would in itself
promote an incredible architectural renewal until Ifriqiya became part of the Ottoman Empire. Tunis medina
is a
good place to witness the creation of a typically Muslim civic model, facilitating an
image in the mind’s eye of the luxury of daily life in the pleasure palaces of the
surrounding environment. Between Bizerte and Ghar el Melh, the emphasis is placed
on the prosperous Andalusian villages, whereas on the last promontories of the
Djebel Dyr, El-Kef illustrates the dual destiny, military and spiritual, of a highly
influential centre for Sufism. The princely towns of Raqqada and Mahdia and the
ribat towns of Monastir and Sousse offer yet other manifestation of artistic
exuberance. Sfax, being Tunisia's true gate to the Levant and the most southern nomadic land, witnessed the
caravanserais (of Gafsa, Tozeur, Nefta) and the
troglodytic ksours that offer so perfect a response to the hostility of a semi-
desert environment and, in contrast, the serene functionality of Jerbian architecture
which summarises the rigorous authenticity of insular Ibadism. Tunisia unravels each
of its expressions in a synchronous spiral, a revolution that encouraged the
continuity of previous traditions.
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From reader reviews:

Regina Laporte:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Ifriqiya:
Thirteen Centuries of Art and Architecture in Tunisia: 1 (Islamic Art in the Mediterranean).

David Manning:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we
will say absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is Ifriqiya: Thirteen Centuries of Art and Architecture in Tunisia: 1 (Islamic Art in
the Mediterranean).

Fern Marshall:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Ifriqiya: Thirteen Centuries of Art and Architecture in Tunisia: 1 (Islamic Art in the Mediterranean)
offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Alisa Gordon:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Ifriqiya: Thirteen Centuries of Art and Architecture
in Tunisia: 1 (Islamic Art in the Mediterranean) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As
we know that book Ifriqiya: Thirteen Centuries of Art and Architecture in Tunisia: 1 (Islamic Art in the
Mediterranean) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book



to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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