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Gift-giving is extremely important in Japanese society, not only at personal and household levels, but at the
national and macroeconomic levels as well. This book is the first in English to document the extraordinary
scale, complexity, and variation of giving in contemporary Japan.

Gift-Giving in Japan is based on eighteen months' fieldwork in the Tokyo metropolitan area, as well as
short-term research in other parts of Japan. The core of the study is the experience of family representatives
of different ages, classes, genders, occupations, neighborhoods, and religions. The author also interviewed
experts, including the author of gift-giving etiquette books, Buddhist and Shinto priests, department store and
funeral home employees, and workers at Tokyo's Tsukiji fish market. She participated in neighborhood
festivals, election rallies, house-building rites, and other ceremonies of which gift-giving was an integral
part.

Recent anthropological interest in drawing a strong contrast between commodities and gifts both reflects and
reinforces the conception of the gift as part of the giver and the related distinction between the realm of the
gift and the realm of the marketplace. The author argues that Japanese practices of giving and receiving
challenge assumptions related to this idea of the gift.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Abrams:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Gift-Giving in Japan: Cash, Connections,
Cosmologies. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Antonia Wagner:

This Gift-Giving in Japan: Cash, Connections, Cosmologies are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Gift-Giving in Japan: Cash, Connections, Cosmologies
can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Gift-Giving in Japan: Cash, Connections, Cosmologies giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in
your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

George Marsh:

The book Gift-Giving in Japan: Cash, Connections, Cosmologies has a lot of information on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author.
The author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after scanning this book.

Dennis Lewis:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Gift-Giving in Japan: Cash,
Connections, Cosmologies can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these books have than the others?
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