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THROUGHOUT HISTORY AND ACROSS CULTURES, the most common form of violence is that
between family members and neighbors or kindred communities—in civil wars writ large and small. From
assault to genocide, from assassination to massacre, violence usually emerges from inside the fold. You have
more to fear from a spouse, an ex-spouse, or a coworker than you do from someone you don’t know.

In this brilliant polemic, Russell Jacoby argues that violence erupts most often, and most savagely, between
those of us most closely related. An Indian nationalist assassinated Mohandas Gandhi, “the father” of India.
An Egyptian Muslim assassinated Anwar Sadat, the president of Egypt and a recipient of the Nobel Peace
Prize. An Israeli Jew assassinated Yitzhak Rabin, the Israeli prime minister and similarly a recipient of the
Nobel Peace Prize. Genocide most often involves kindred groups. The German Christians of the 1930s were
so closely intertwined with German Jews that a yellow star was required to tell the groups apart. Serbs and
Muslims in Bosnia, like the Hutu and Tutsi in Rwanda, are often indistinguishable even to one another.

This idea contradicts both common sense and the collective wisdom of teachers and preachers, who declaim
that we fear—and sometimes should fear—the “other,” the dangerous stranger. Citizens and scholars alike
believe that enemies lurk in the street and beyond, where we confront a “clash of civilizations” with
foreigners who challenge our way of life. Jacoby offers a more unsettling truth: it is not so much the
unknown that threatens us, but the known. We attack our brothers—our kin, our acquaintances, our
neighbors—with far greater regularity and venom than we attack outsiders.

Weaving together the biblical story of Cain and Abel, Freud’s “narcissism of minor differences,” insights on
anti-Semitism and misogyny, as well as fresh analysesof “civil” bloodbaths from the St. Bartholomew’s Day
Massacre in the sixteenth century to genocide and terrorism in our own time, Jacoby turns history inside out
to offer a provocative new understanding of violentconfrontation over the centuries. “In thinking about the
bad, we reach for the good,” he says in his Introduction. This passionate, counterintuitive account affords us
an unprecedented insight into the roots of violence.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Frazier:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Bloodlust:
On the Roots of Violence from Cain and Abel to the Present? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Gregorio Leslie:

Typically the book Bloodlust: On the Roots of Violence from Cain and Abel to the Present will bring you to
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you
try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Bloodlust: On the Roots of
Violence from Cain and Abel to the Present is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Lynn Hardie:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Bloodlust: On the Roots of Violence from Cain and Abel to the Present your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get before. The Bloodlust: On the Roots of Violence from Cain and Abel to the Present
giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your
better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going
to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Elda Baggett:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra
Bloodlust: On the Roots of Violence from Cain and Abel to the Present.
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