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The opening, in 1876, of the Elmira Reformatory marked the birth of the American adult reformatory
movement and the introduction of a new approach to crime and the treatment of criminals. Hailed as a
reform panacea and the humane solution to America's ongoing crisis of crime and social disorder, Elmira
sparked an ideological revolution. Repression and punishment were supposedly out. Academic and
vocational education, military drill, indeterminate sentencing and parole—"benevolent reform"—were now
considered instrumental to instilling in prisoners a respect for God, law, and capitalism.

Not so, says Al Pisciotta, in this highly original, startling, and revealing work. Drawing upon previously
unexamined sources from over a half-dozen states and a decade of research, Pisciotta explodes the myth that
Elmira and other institutions of "the new penology" represented a significant advance in the treatment of
criminals and youthful offenders.

The much-touted programs failed to achieve their goals; instead, prisoners, under Superintendent Zebulon
Brockway, considered the Father of American Corrections, were whipped with rubber hoses and two-foot
leather straps, restricted to bread and water in dark dungeons during months of solitary confinement, and
brutally subjected to a wide range of other draconian psychological and physical abuses intended to pound
them into submission. Escapes, riots, violence, drugs, suicide, arson, and rape were the order of the day in
these prisons, hardly conducive to the transformation of "dangerous criminal classes into Christian
gentleman," as was claimed. Reflecting the racism and sexism in the social order in general, the new
penology also legitimized the repression of the lower classes.

Highlighting the disparity between promise and practice in America's prisons, Pisciotta draws on seven
inmate case histories to illustrate convincingly that the "March of Progress" was nothing more than a
reversion to the ways of old. In short, the adult reformatory movement promised benevolent reform but
delivered benevolent repression—a pattern that continues to this day.

A vital contribution to the history of crime, corrections, and criminal justice, this book will also have a major
impact on our thinking about contemporary corrections and issues surrounding crime, punishment, and social
control.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Green:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important normally. The book Benevolent Repression: Social Control and the American
Reformatory-Prison Movement ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Benevolent Repression: Social
Control and the American Reformatory-Prison Movement is not only giving you more new information but
also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship using the book Benevolent Repression: Social Control and the American
Reformatory-Prison Movement. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Fred Garza:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of
them is this Benevolent Repression: Social Control and the American Reformatory-Prison Movement.

Shawn Hernandez:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read some sort
of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every day
to reading a publication. The book Benevolent Repression: Social Control and the American Reformatory-
Prison Movement it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book features high quality.

Jeannine Lawson:

This Benevolent Repression: Social Control and the American Reformatory-Prison Movement is great book
for you because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can say no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't



mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Benevolent Repression: Social Control and the American Reformatory-Prison Movement
in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say
that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that.
So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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