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Alchemy is thought to have originated over 2000 years ago in Hellenic Egypt, the result of three converging
streams: Greek philosophy, Egyptian technology and the mysticism of Middle Eastern religions. Its heyday
was from about 800 A.D. to the middle of the seventeenth century, and its practitioners ranged from kings,
popes, and emperors to minor clergy, parish clerks, smiths, dyers, and tinkers. Even such accomplished men
as Roger Bacon, Thomas Aquinas, Sir Thomas Browne and Isaac Newton took an interest in alchemical
matters.
In its search for the "Philosopher's Stone" that would transmute base metals into silver and gold, alchemy
took on many philosophical, religious and mystical overtones. These and many other facets of alchemy are
explored with enormous insight and erudition in this classic work. E. J. Holmyard, a noted scholar in the
field, begins with the alchemists of ancient Greece and China and goes on to discuss alchemical apparatus,
Islamic and early Western alchemy; signs, symbols, and secret terms; Paracelsus; English, Scottish and
French alchemists; Helvetius, Price, and Semler, and much more.
Ranging over two millennia of alchemical history, Mr. Holmyard shows how, like astrology and witchcraft,
alchemy was an integral part of the pre-scientific moral order, arousing the cupidity of princes, the blind fear
of mobs and the intellectual curiosity of learned men. Eventually, however, with the advent and ascension of
the scientific method, the hopes and ideas of the alchemists faded to the status of "pseudo-science." That
transformation, as well as alchemy's undeniable role as a precursor of modern chemistry, are brilliantly
illuminated in this book. Students of alchemy, chemistry, the history of science, and the occult, plus anyone
interested in the origin and evolution of one of mankind's most enduring and influential myths, will want to
have a copy of this masterly study.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Palmer:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Alchemy (Dover Books on
Engineering) to read.

Lee Long:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Alchemy (Dover
Books on Engineering) suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Alchemy (Dover Books on Engineering)is one of several books this everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book
you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots
of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Richard Thompson:

The publication untitled Alchemy (Dover Books on Engineering) is the publication that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language
that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Alchemy (Dover Books on Engineering) from the publisher to
make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Earl Wright:

This Alchemy (Dover Books on Engineering) is great book for you because the content that is certainly full
of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are
read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Alchemy (Dover Books on
Engineering) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can
say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that.
So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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