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The literature of late ancient Christianity is rich both in saints who lead lives of almost Edenic health and in
saints who court and endure horrifying diseases. In such narratives, health and illness might signify the
sanctity of the ascetic, or invite consideration of a broader theology of illness. In Thorns in the Flesh,
Andrew Crislip draws on a wide range of texts from the fourth through sixth centuries that reflect persistent
and contentious attempts to make sense of the illness of the ostensibly holy. These sources include Lives of
Antony, Paul, Pachomius, and others; theological treatises by Basil of Caesarea and Evagrius of Pontus; and
collections of correspondence from the period such as the Letters of Barsanuphius and John.

Through close readings of these texts, Crislip shows how late ancient Christians complicated and critiqued
hagiographical commonplaces and radically reinterpreted illness as a valuable mode for spiritual and ascetic
practice. Illness need not point to sin or failure, he demonstrates, but might serve in itself as a potent form of
spiritual practice that surpasses even the most strenuous of ascetic labors and opens up the sufferer to a more
direct knowledge of the self and the divine. Crislip provides a fresh and nuanced look at the contentious and
dynamic theology of illness that emerged in and around the ascetic and monastic cultures of the later Roman
world.
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From reader reviews:

George Bolin:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Thorns in the Flesh: Illness and Sanctity in Late Ancient Christianity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Michelle Han:

Precisely why? Because this Thorns in the Flesh: Illness and Sanctity in Late Ancient Christianity
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to
it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Casey Schnell:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Thorns in the Flesh: Illness and Sanctity in Late Ancient Christianity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown
for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become
one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The Thorns in the
Flesh: Illness and Sanctity in Late Ancient Christianity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion)
giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Kyle Reese:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known



as of book Thorns in the Flesh: Illness and Sanctity in Late Ancient Christianity (Divinations: Rereading
Late Ancient Religion). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might
add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It
can bring you from one location to other place.
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