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Is the official collection of information on individuals inevitably leading to the creation of a 'Big Brother
State'? In this innovative interdisciplinary study, Edward Higgs takes issue with writers such as Michel
Foucault and Anthony Giddens who argue that state information gathering can be seen in terms of an
expansion towards modernity, and as social control. Using ground-breaking historical research, Higgs
reveals that, since 1500, the English state has always been an Information State although the nature of that
state has changed markedly over the last 500 years. In its modern form, the Information State is as much
about winning consent via the provision of benefits as repression in the interests of elites.

The Information State in England
- draws upon a wide range of sociological theory and historical research, as well as evidence gathered from
archival sources
- challenges many assumptions about state formation and the role of information
- views the development of the state in terms of the changing balance between decentralized and centralized
forms of governance
provides a critique of sociological and postmodernist concepts of modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Kernan:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular The Information State in
England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500 book as starter and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Donald Lester:

The knowledge that you get from The Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information
on Citizens since 1500 could be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more
you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The
Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500 giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by
anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this The Information State in England: The
Central Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500 instantly.

Raymond Dahms:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Information State in England: The
Central Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500 can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Lorenzo Davis:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Information State in England: The
Central Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500 was colourful and of course has pictures on there.
As we know that book The Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens
since 1500 has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to
like reading that.
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