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Ready-to-Go Devotions for Mission and Service is a toolkit of daily devotionals for youth mission trips. The
devotions in this book address every aspect of the mission experience, from leaving home and sleeping on
the floor to dealing with language barriers and grumpy teammates. Each devotion includes a relevant Bible
story, a commentary that connects that story to the mission experience, and a section that challenges the
reader to take specific actions on the trip, back home, or both. The book includes devotions in preparation
for, during, and after the mission trip or service project. The ready-to-go format allows the youth worker to
quickly assemble a customized devotional journal for participants, matching each day’s selection to what’s
likely to happen that day. The devotions could also be used in a group setting, which would allow the youth
worker to pick devotions based on what has happened during the trip or event. Either way, the devotions
point to the larger biblical and personal significance of mission trip or service project happenings . 

What if you held a mission trip and nobody changed? It’s a haunting, daunting question, one that youth
workers and researchers across America are beginning to ask. Short-term mission trips (STM) have exploded
in popularity since the mid-1990s, thanks in part to the Internet, which makes connecting with mission
agencies and mission recipients easier than ever. Sociologist Kurt Ver Beek estimates that the number of
North American short-term missionaries grew from 125,000 in 1989 to as many as four million in 2003.
Many of those short-termers are teenagers. According to Christianity Today, more than two million
American teens enter the mission field every year. Pollster George Barna reports that 15 percent of U.S.
Christian teens have done a short-term mission trip, while the National Study of Youth and Religion found
that 29 percent of all teens had participated in a short-term mission trip or religious service project. 
Unfortunately, the impact of short-term mission trips may be short-term as well, both for those who go on
mission trips and for those who receive mission teams. Ver Beek recently surveyed North Americans who
worked in Honduras after a 1998 hurricane, as well as those who were served by them. He found that the
North American work teams had “little or no lasting impact” on the communities they served and that
missionaries reported only “a small, positive, lasting change” in their own lives.

 The situation isn’t hopeless, however, according to Robert Priest, associate professor of
mission and intercultural studies at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. “In research with Ph.D. students at
Trinity,” he wrote in Christianity Today, “I’ve been impressed that while STM may not always or
automatically produce desired results, the right sorts of STM, carried out in the right sorts of ways, and
accompanied by the right sorts of reflections, have potential for good.” Unfortunately, youth workers don’t
always build “the right sorts of reflections” into their mission trips. At best, they allot time in the daily
schedule for reflection or debriefing. At worst, they just hope and pray that their students will somehow be
transformed by the mission experience. The existing literature isn’t much help. Books on mission-trip
planning offer plenty of advice on selecting a mission agency, raising money, coordinating transportation,
handling emergencies, entering closed countries, and re-entering the “normal” world, but they offer precious
little advice on using the mission experience to impact the participants’ lives. The handful of available
mission-focused devotional guides offer some assistance, but they typically take a one-size-fits-all approach.
Usually presented as mission journals, these guides assume trips will be a certain length or include certain
elements, such as dealing with non-English speakers. Ready-to-Go Devotions for Mission a...
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From reader reviews:

Dedra Clark:

Here thing why this specific Ready-to-Go Devotions for Mission and Service are different and reputable to
be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content
is as scrumptious as food or not. Ready-to-Go Devotions for Mission and Service giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Ready-
to-Go Devotions for Mission and Service. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about
the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Ready-to-Go Devotions for Mission and Service in
e-book can be your alternative.

Dan Flood:

The feeling that you get from Ready-to-Go Devotions for Mission and Service could be the more deep you
searching the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to understand but Ready-to-Go Devotions for Mission and Service giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having this Ready-to-Go Devotions for Mission and Service
instantly.

Bessie Kraft:

This book untitled Ready-to-Go Devotions for Mission and Service to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily
to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

William Ochoa:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book Ready-to-Go
Devotions for Mission and Service. You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it
may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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