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Images of the assassination of John F. Kennedy are burned deeply into the memories of millions who
watched the events of November 1963 unfold live on television. Never before had America seen an event of
this magnitude as it happened. But what is it we remember? How did the near chaos of the shooting and its
aftermath get transformed into a seamless story of epic proportions? In this book, Barbie Zelizer explores the
way we learned about and came to make sense of the killing of the president.

Covering the Body (the title refers to the charge given journalists to follow a president) is a powerful
reassessment of the media's role in shaping our collective memory of the assassination—at the same time as
it used the assassination coverage to legitimize its own role as official interpreter of American reality. Of the
more than fifty reporters covering Kennedy in Dallas, no one actually saw the assassination. And faced with
a monumentally important story that was continuously breaking, most journalists had no time to verify leads
or substantiate reports. Rather, they took discrete moments of their stories and turned them into one coherent
narrative, blurring what was and was not "professional" about their coverage.

Through incisive analyses of the many accounts and investigations in the years since the shooting, Zelizer
reveals how journalists used the assassination not just to relay the news but to address the issues they saw as
central to the profession and to promote themselves as cultural authorities. Indeed, argues Zelizer, these
motivations are still alive and are at the core of the controversy surrounding Oliver Stone's movie, JFK.

At its heart, Covering the Body raises serious questions about the role of the media in defining our reality,
and shaping our myths and memories. In tracing how journalists attempted to answer questions that still
trouble most Americans, Zelizer offers a fascinating analysis of the role of the media as cultural authorities.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Bemis:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means
of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Covering the Body: The
Kennedy Assassination, the Media, and the Shaping of Collective Memory book as beginner and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Rosalva Nichols:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days
always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on
their book. One of them is this Covering the Body: The Kennedy Assassination, the Media, and the Shaping
of Collective Memory.

Lily Terry:

The book with title Covering the Body: The Kennedy Assassination, the Media, and the Shaping of
Collective Memory has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this
book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Gloria Castaldo:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these
claims Covering the Body: The Kennedy Assassination, the Media, and the Shaping of Collective Memory.
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