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Dismissed as a miserable elitist who condemned popular culture in the name of ‘high art’, Theodore W.
Adorno (1903-1969) is one of the most provocative and important yet least understood of contemporary
thinkers. This book draws on new translations into English to challenge this popular image and re-examines
Adorno as a utopian philosopher who believed authentic art could save the world.

Adorno Reframed is not only a comprehensive introduction to the reader coming to Adorno for the first time
through detailed discussion of artworks, novels, films and music, but an important re-evaluation of this
founder of the Frankfurt School. Influenced by Kant, Hegel, Freud, Marx, Nietzche and Kierkegaard,
Adorno was a searing critic of the formal, reductive rationality of the Enlightenment and of modernity.
Unafraid to talk about human nature, undaunted by dogmas regarding cultural construction, Adorno loved art
that hurts, that challenged the prevailing culture of the day and resisted the managed, commodified pseudo-
happiness of ‘administered society’. Defending the independence of the natural world and the particularity of
the human individual, for Adorno real authentic art was a defiant refusal to subordinate the materiality of the
world and the lived reality of human activity to the imperatives of social totality.

Making his theory accessible through a wealth of concrete illustrations, many drawn from Adorno himself,
Geoffrey Boucher recasts Adorno as a revolutionary whose anthropological vision of the human condition,
sense of subversive irony and profoundly historical aesthetics defended the integrity of the individual against
the commodified culture industries that supply unsatisfying consumer ‘happiness’. Grounding Adorno’s
social philosophy and aesthetic theory in contextualised analysis of artists ranging from Stockhausen and
Kafka to David Lynch and Brett Easton-Ellis, Adorno Reframed takes its subject from interwar modernity
into the postmodern and feminist present to examine the legacy and influence of Adorno’s radical
modernism and his belief that art was in the final analysis a way to cope with, not escape, reality.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Staley:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Adorno Reframed: Interpreting Key
Thinkers for the Arts (Contemporary Thinkers Reframed) will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book
or ideal book with you?

Martha Robertson:

The book Adorno Reframed: Interpreting Key Thinkers for the Arts (Contemporary Thinkers Reframed) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must
we leave a very important thing like a book Adorno Reframed: Interpreting Key Thinkers for the Arts
(Contemporary Thinkers Reframed)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in
which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Adorno Reframed: Interpreting Key Thinkers for the Arts (Contemporary Thinkers Reframed) has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world
by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Emmaline Jett:

This Adorno Reframed: Interpreting Key Thinkers for the Arts (Contemporary Thinkers Reframed) book is
not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this
book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper
you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific Adorno Reframed: Interpreting Key
Thinkers for the Arts (Contemporary Thinkers Reframed) without we understand teach the one who
examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Adorno Reframed:
Interpreting Key Thinkers for the Arts (Contemporary Thinkers Reframed) can bring once you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even cellphone. This Adorno Reframed: Interpreting Key Thinkers for the Arts (Contemporary Thinkers
Reframed) having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Truman Gallagher:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Adorno Reframed: Interpreting Key
Thinkers for the Arts (Contemporary Thinkers Reframed) is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in



the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book,
you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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