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Jeffrey Record has specialized in investigating the causes of war. In The Specter of Munich: Reconsidering
the Lessons of Appeasing Hitler (Potomac Books, Inc., 2006), he contended that Hitler could not have been
deterred from going to war by any action the Allies could plausibly have taken. In Beating Goliath: Why
Insurgencies Win (Potomac Books, Inc., 2007), Record reviewed eleven insurgencies and evaluated the
reasons for their success or failure, including the insurgents’ stronger will to prevail. Wanting War: Why the
Bush Administration Invaded Iraq (Potomac Books, Inc., 2009) includes one of Record’s most cogent
explanations of why an often uncritical belief in one’s own victory is frequently (but not always) a critical
component of the decision to make war.

Record incorporates the lessons of these earlier books in his latest, A War It Was Always Going to Lose: Why
Japan Attacked America in 1941. The attack on Pearl Harbor is one of the most perplexing cases in living
memory of a weaker power seeming to believe that it could vanquish a clearly superior force. On closer
inspection, however, Record finds that Japan did not believe it could win; yet, the Japanese imperial
command decided to attack the United States anyway.

Conventional explanations that Japan’s leaders were criminally stupid, wildly deluded, or just plumb crazy
don’t fully answer all our questions, Record finds. Instead, he argues, the Japanese were driven by an
insatiable appetite for national glory and economic security via the conquest of East Asia. The scope of their
ambitions and their fear of economic destruction overwhelmed their knowledge that the likelihood of
winning was slim and propelled them into a war they were always going to lose.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Overbay:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide A War It Was Always Going to
Lose: Why Japan Attacked America in 1941 will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or appropriate book with you?

Brian Wallace:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book A War It Was Always Going
to Lose: Why Japan Attacked America in 1941. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Janice Arias:

The book untitled A War It Was Always Going to Lose: Why Japan Attacked America in 1941 contain a lot
of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The
author brings you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

Wilbert York:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the A War It Was Always Going to Lose: Why Japan Attacked America in 1941 when you necessary
it?
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