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The bestselling author of Cod, Salt, and The Big Oyster has enthralled readers with his incisive blend of
culinary, cultural, and social history. Now, in his most colorful, personal, and important book to date, Mark
Kurlansky turns his attention to a disappearing way of life: fishing–how it has thrived in and defined one
particular town for centuries, and what its imperiled future means for the rest of the world.

The culture of fishing is vanishing, and consequently, coastal societies are changing in unprecedented ways.
The once thriving fishing communities of Rockport, Nantucket, Newport, Mystic, and many other coastal
towns from Newfoundland to Florida and along the West Coast have been forced to abandon their roots and
become tourist destinations instead. Gloucester, Massachusetts, however, is a rare survivor. The livelihood of
America’s oldest fishing port has always been rooted in the life and culture of commercial fishing.

The Gloucester story began in 1004 with the arrival of the Vikings. Six hundred years later, Captain John
Smith championed the bountiful waters off the coast of Gloucester, convincing new settlers to come to the
area and start a new way of life. Gloucester became the most productive fishery in New England, its people
prospering from the seemingly endless supply of cod and halibut. With the introduction of a faster fishing
boat–the schooner–the industry flourished. In the twentieth century, the arrival of Portuguese, Jews, and
Sicilians turned the bustling center into a melting pot. Artists and writers such as Edward Hopper, Winslow
Homer, and T. S. Eliot came to the fishing town and found inspiration.

But the vital life of Gloucester was being threatened. Ominous signs were seen with the development of
engine-powered net-dragging vessels in the first decade of the twentieth century. As early as 1911,
Gloucester fishermen warned of the dire consequences of this new technology. Since then, these vessels have
become even larger and more efficient, and today the resulting overfishing, along with climate change and
pollution, portends the extinction of the very species that fishermen depend on to survive, and of a way of
life special not only to Gloucester but to coastal cities all over the world. And yet, according to Kurlansky, it
doesn’t have to be this way. Scientists, government regulators, and fishermen are trying to work out complex
formulas to keep fishing alive.

Engagingly written and filled with rich history, delicious anecdotes, colorful characters, and local recipes,
The Last Fish Tale is Kurlansky’s most urgent story, a heartfelt tribute to what he calls “socio-diversity”
and a lament that “each culture, each way of life that vanishes, diminishes the richness of civilization.”

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mattie Martin:

The book The Last Fish Tale: The Fate of the Atlantic and Survival in Gloucester, America's Oldest Fishing
Port and Most Original Town can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave the best thing like a book The Last Fish Tale: The Fate of the Atlantic and Survival in
Gloucester, America's Oldest Fishing Port and Most Original Town? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Last Fish Tale: The Fate of the
Atlantic and Survival in Gloucester, America's Oldest Fishing Port and Most Original Town has simple
shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by
open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Delmar Stingley:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Last Fish Tale:
The Fate of the Atlantic and Survival in Gloucester, America's Oldest Fishing Port and Most Original Town
is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

William Evans:

This The Last Fish Tale: The Fate of the Atlantic and Survival in Gloucester, America's Oldest Fishing Port
and Most Original Town are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
main reason of this The Last Fish Tale: The Fate of the Atlantic and Survival in Gloucester, America's
Oldest Fishing Port and Most Original Town can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in
the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Last Fish Tale: The Fate of the Atlantic and Survival in
Gloucester, America's Oldest Fishing Port and Most Original Town giving you an enormous of experience
for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action.
So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Daryl Sanders:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Last Fish Tale: The Fate of the
Atlantic and Survival in Gloucester, America's Oldest Fishing Port and Most Original Town reserve written



by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read
the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still doubt The Last Fish Tale: The Fate of the Atlantic and Survival in
Gloucester, America's Oldest Fishing Port and Most Original Town as good book not just by the cover but
also by content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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