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In a provocative book-length essay, Patricia Lynne argues that most programmatic assessment of student
writing in U.S. public and higher education is conceived in the terms of mid-20th century positivism. Since
composition as a field had found its most compatible home in constructivism, she asks, why do
compositionists import a conceptual frame for assessment that is incompatible with composition theory?

By casting this as a clash of paradigms, Lynne is able to highlight the ways in which each theory can and
cannot influence the shape of assessment within composition. She laments, as do many in composition, that
the objectively oriented paradigm of educational assessment theory subjugates and discounts the very social
constructionist principles that empower composition pedagogy. Further, Lynne criticizes recent practice for
accommodating the big business of educational testing—especially for capitulating to the discourse of
positivism embedded in terms like "validity" and "reliability." These terms and concepts, she argues, have
little theoretical significance within composition studies, and their technical and philosophical import are
downplayed by composition assessment scholars.

There is a need, Lynne says, for terms of assessment that are native to composition. To open this needed
discussion within the field, she analyzes cutting-edge assessment efforts, including the work of Broad and
Haswell, and she advances a set of alternate terms for evaluating assessment practices, a set of terms
grounded in constructivism and composition.

Coming to Terms is ambitious and principled, and it takes a controversial stand on important issues. This
strong new volume in assessment theory will be of serious interest to assessment specialists and their
students, to composition theorists, and to those now mounting assessments in their own programs.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Drake:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Coming To Terms: A Theory of Writing Assessment. Try to face the
book Coming To Terms: A Theory of Writing Assessment as your good friend. It means that it can for being
your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah,
it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Kathryn Kern:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually Coming To Terms: A Theory of Writing Assessment. This book that
is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Lisa Madruga:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Coming To Terms: A Theory of
Writing Assessment or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science book,
any other book likes Coming To Terms: A Theory of Writing Assessment to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Martin Hanson:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
named of book Coming To Terms: A Theory of Writing Assessment. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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