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In this newest volume in Oxford's Lives and Legacies series, Carolyn Porter, a leading authority on William
Faulkner, offers an insightful account of Faulkner's life and work, with special focus on the breathtaking
twelve-year period when he wrote some of the finest novels in American literature.
Porter ranges from Faulkner's childhood in Mississippi to his abortive career as a poet, his sojourn in New
Orleans (where he met a sympathetic Sherwood Anderson and wrote his first novel Soldier's Pay), his short
but strategically important stay in Paris, his "rescue" by Malcolm Crowley in the late 1940s, and his winning
of the Nobel Prize. But the heart of the book illuminates the formal leap in Faulkner's creative vision
beginning with The Sound and the Fury in 1929, which sold poorly but signaled the arrival of a major new
literary talent. Indeed, from 1929 through 1942, he would produce, against formidable odds--physical,
spiritual, and financial--some of the greatest fictional works of the twentieth century, including As I Lay
Dying, Sanctuary, Light in August, Absalom, Absalom! and Go Down, Moses. Porter shows how, during this
remarkably sustained burst of creativity, Faulkner pursued an often feverish process of increasingly
ambitious narrative experimentation, coupled with an equally ambitious thematic expansion, as he moved
from a close-up study of the white nuclear family, both lower and upper class, to an epic vision of southern,
American, and ultimately Western culture.
Porter illuminates the importance of Faulkner's legacy not only for American literature, but also for world
literature, and reveals how Faulkner lives on so powerfully, both in the works of his literary heirs and in the
lives of readers today.
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From reader reviews:

William Butcher:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but
if you want feel happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the William
Faulkner: Lives and Legacies (Lives and Legacies Series) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Ralph Dell:

William Faulkner: Lives and Legacies (Lives and Legacies Series) can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
William Faulkner: Lives and Legacies (Lives and Legacies Series) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

James Bassler:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this William Faulkner: Lives and Legacies (Lives and Legacies Series) can make you
experience more interested to read.

Elaine Woodring:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
in search of the William Faulkner: Lives and Legacies (Lives and Legacies Series) when you required it?
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