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In the 1960s, Cleveland suffered through racial violence, spiking crime rates, and a shrinking tax base, asthe
city lost jobs and population. Rats infested an expanding and decaying ghetto, Lake Erie appeared to be
dying, and dangerous air pollution hung over the city. Such was the urban crisisin the "Mistake on the
Lake." When the Cuyahoga River caught fire in the summer of 1969, the city was at its nadir, polluted and
impoverished, struggling to set a new course. The burning river became the emblem of all that was wrong
with the urban environment in Cleveland and in all of industrial America.

Carl Stokes, the first African American mayor of amgjor U.S. city, had come into office in Cleveland a year
earlier with energy and ideas. He surrounded himself with atalented staff, and his administration set new
policies to combat pollution, improve housing, provide recreational opportunities, and spark downtown
development. In Where the River Burned, David Stradling and Richard Stradling describe Cleveland's
nascent transition from polluted industrial city to viable service city during the Stokes administration.

The story culminates with the first Earth Day in 1970, when broad citizen engagement marked a new
commitment to the creation of a cleaner, more healthful and appealing city. Although concerned primarily
with addressing poverty and inequality, Stokes understood that the transition from industrial city to service
city required massive investments in the urban landscape. Stokes adopted ecological thinking that

emphasi zed the connectedness of socia and environmental problems and the need for regional solutions. He
served two terms as mayor, but during his four yearsin office Cleveland's progress fell well short of his
administration’s goals. Although he was acutely aware of the persistent racial and political boundaries that
held back his city, Stokes was in many ways ahead of histimein hisvision for Cleveland and amore livable
urban America.
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From reader reviews:
KaylaMerritt:

The reason why? Because this Where the River Burned: Carl Stokes and the Struggle to Save Cleveland is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you alot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking technique. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If | had been you |
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Sylvia Langley:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Where the River Burned: Carl Stokes and the Struggle to Save Cleveland your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one web
form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Where the River Burned: Carl
Stokes and the Struggle to Save Cleveland giving you another experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful details for your better lifein this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Scott Marin:

Within this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of the
booksin the top list in your reading list is actually Where the River Burned: Carl Stokes and the Struggle to
Save Cleveland. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

LisaMartin:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may aso bring us to around the world. From the
book Where the River Burned: Carl Stokes and the Struggle to Save Cleveland we can get more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the
best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Where the River



Burned: Carl Stokes and the Struggle to Save Cleveland. Y ou can more attractive than now.
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