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In West Side Story: Cultural Perspectives on an American Musical, Wells presents a major scholarly study of
the famous American musical West Side Story, viewing the work from cultural, historical, and musical
perspectives. From the "mambo craze" of the 1950s to the work's ongoing permeation of popular culture,
Wells looks at the myriad ways in which this canonic musical reflects and refracts American culture.

Drawing on primary documentary sources, oral history—including interviews with members of the original
creative team such as Stephen Sondheim and Arthur Laurents—and early sketch material, Wells explores the
creation and dissemination of West Side Story to diverse audiences. After a short history of West Side Story's
creation, each chapter investigates the musical from a different cultural perspective, examining its
relationship to the classical canon and Leonard Bernstein's investment in that tradition, juvenile delinquency
in the 1950s, feminism and the women of West Side Story, Latin-American and Hispanic influences, and its
international reception and distribution. Richly illustrated with images and musical examples and complete
with factual appendixes like a chronological timeline, discography, and cast and crew list, this fascinating
account is exciting for specialists and non-specialists alike.
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From reader reviews:

Fabiola Stewart:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled West Side Story:
Cultural Perspectives on an American Musical? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Barbara Erickson:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject West Side
Story: Cultural Perspectives on an American Musical suitable to you? The actual book was written by well
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled West Side Story: Cultural Perspectives on an American
Musicalis one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in
the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of
the world with this book.

William Delacruz:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled West Side Story: Cultural Perspectives on an American Musical
can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Nancy Kidder:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication
that need more time to be examine. West Side Story: Cultural Perspectives on an American Musical can be
your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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