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Pick up The New York Public Library Literature Companion to check the dates of Marcel Proust's
Remembrance of Things Past or to find out how James Joyce's Ulysses changed U.S. obscenity laws, and you
may find yourself hours later absorbed in the imaginary worlds of Camelot and The Matrix or sidetracked by
the fascinating history of The New Yorker. Designed to satisfy the curious browser as well as the serious
researcher, this exciting new resource offers the most up-to-date information on literature available in
English from around the world, from the invention of writing to the age of the computer.

Interwoven throughout the more than 2,500 succinct and insightful entries on Creators, Works of Literature,
and Literary Facts and Resources are the fascinating facts and quirky biographical details that make literature
come alive. Readers will discover, for instance, that Walt Whitman was fired from his government job after
his personal copy of Leaves of Grass was discovered in his desk by the Secretary of the Interior, who was
scandalized by it; that James Baldwin remembered listening to blues singer Bessie Smith ("playing her till I
fell asleep") when he was writing his first book; and that a publisher turned down the serialization rights to
Gone with the Wind, saying, "Who needs the Civil War now -- who cares?"

Looking for information about book burning or how many Nobel laureates have come from Japan? You'll
find it here. Trying to remember the name of that movie based on a favorite book? Read the "Variations"
section -- you'll be amazed at the pervasive presence of great literature in today's entertainment. From
Aristophanes to Allende, from Bergson to Bloom, the biographical entries will inform readers about the men
and women who have shaped -- and are shaping -- the literary world. Look into "Works of Literature" to
discover the significance of Beowulf, The Fountainhead, Doctor Zhivago, and nearly 1,000 other titles.
Check the "Dictionary of Literature" to find out what the critics and theorists are talking about. And if you
wish to delve even deeper, "Websites for Literature" and "Literary Factbooks and Handbooks" are just two
of the bibliographies that will point readers in the right direction.

Unique in scope and design and easy to use, The New York Public Library Literature Companion will be at
home on every reader's shelf. Whether you are immersed in Stephen King or King Lear, this book has the
insights, facts, and fascinating stories that will enrich your reading forever.

With four major research centers and 85 branch libraries, The New York Public Library is internationally
recognized as one of the greatest institutions of its kind. Founded in 1895, the library now holds more than
50 million items, including several world-renowned collections of literary manuscripts and rare books.
Among the books published from the library in recent years are The New York Public Library Desk
Reference (1998); The Hand of the Poet (1997); Letters of Transit: Reflections on Exile, Identity, Language,
and Loss (1999); A Secret Location on the Lower East Side: Adventures in Writing, 1960-1980 (1998); and
Utopia: The Search for the Ideal Society in the Western World (2000).
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From reader reviews:

Tom Baptist:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The New York Public Library
Literature Companion book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Constance Argueta:

The knowledge that you get from The New York Public Library Literature Companion could be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to know but The New York Public Library Literature Companion giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific The New York Public
Library Literature Companion instantly.

Diana Slama:

This The New York Public Library Literature Companion is great reserve for you because the content which
can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This particular book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
The New York Public Library Literature Companion in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in
it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this
book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that
will?

Doris Avey:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely The New York Public Library Literature
Companion. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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