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For critics, fans, and scholars of drama and film, the laugh has traditionally been tied to comedy, indicating
and expressing mirth, witty relief, joyous celebration, or arch and sarcastic parody. But strange, dark laughter
that illuminates non-comedic, unfunny situations gets much less attention. In The Last Laugh: Strange
Humors of Cinema, editor Murray Pomerance has assembled contributions from thirteen estimable scholars
that address the strange laughter of cinema from varying intellectual perspectives and a wide range of
sources.

Contributors consider unusual humors in a variety of filmic settings, from the chilling unheard laughter of
silent cinema to the ribald and mortal laughter in the work of Orson Welles; the vagaries and nuances of
laughter in film noir to the eccentric laughter of science fiction. Essays also look at laughter in many
different applications, from the subtle, underlying wit of the thriller Don't Look Now to the deeply
provocative humor of experimental film and the unpredictable, shadowy, insightful, and stunning laughter in
such films as Black Swan, Henry Fool, The Treasure of the Sierra Madre, Kiss of Death, The Dark Knight,
and A.I. Artificial Intelligence.

The accessibly written, unique essays in The Last Laugh bring a new understanding to the delicate balance,
unsettled tensions, and fragility of human affairs depicted by strange humor in film. For scholars of film and
readers who love cinema, these essays will be rich and playful inspiration.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Torrez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai
Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology). Try to face the book The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of
Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) as your close friend. It means that it can
for being your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Philip Cooper:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible The
Last Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology)?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Paula Royce:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of
Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) is simple to develop you can read it in
the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Margaret Jackson:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael
Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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