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This book builds on R. M. W. Dixon's most influential work on the indigenous languages of Australia over
the past forty years, from his trailblazing grammar of Dyirbal published in 1972 to later grammars of Yidiñ
(1971) and Warrgamay (1981). Edible Gender, Mother-in-Law Style, and Other Grammatical Wonders
includes further studies on these languages, and the interrelations between them. Following an account of the
anthropological and linguistic
background, part I provides a thorough examination of, and comparison between, the gender system in
Dyirbal (one of whose members refers to 'edible vegetables') and the set of nominal classifiers in Yidiñ. The
chapters in part II describe Dyirbal's unusual kinship system and the 'mother-in-law' language style, and
examines the origins of 'mother-in-law' vocabulary in Dyirbal and in Yidiñ. There are four grammatical
studies in part III, dealing with syntactic orientation, serial verb constructions, complementation strategies,
and grammatical reanalysis. Part IV covers grammatical and lexical variation across the dialects of Dyirbal,
compensatory phonological changes, and a study of language contact across the Cairns rainforest region. The
two final chapters, in Part V, recount the sad stories of how
the Yidiñ and Dyirbal languages slowly slipped into oblivion.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tebo:

This Edible Gender, Mother-in-Law Style, and Other Grammatical Wonders: Studies in Dyirbal, Yidiñ, and
Warrgamay book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Edible Gender,
Mother-in-Law Style, and Other Grammatical Wonders: Studies in Dyirbal, Yidiñ, and Warrgamay without
we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Edible Gender, Mother-in-Law Style, and Other Grammatical Wonders: Studies in Dyirbal, Yidiñ, and
Warrgamay can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you
can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Edible Gender, Mother-in-Law Style, and Other
Grammatical Wonders: Studies in Dyirbal, Yidiñ, and Warrgamay having excellent arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Margaret Head:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Edible Gender, Mother-in-Law Style, and
Other Grammatical Wonders: Studies in Dyirbal, Yidiñ, and Warrgamay book written by well-known writer
who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger
then you still uncertainty Edible Gender, Mother-in-Law Style, and Other Grammatical Wonders: Studies in
Dyirbal, Yidiñ, and Warrgamay as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one e-
book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Martin Solomon:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to
be read. Edible Gender, Mother-in-Law Style, and Other Grammatical Wonders: Studies in Dyirbal, Yidiñ,
and Warrgamay can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time
problems.

Travis Pope:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This guide Edible Gender, Mother-in-Law Style, and Other Grammatical Wonders:



Studies in Dyirbal, Yidiñ, and Warrgamay was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add
your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book.
If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book that you wanted.
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