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Eric Horne served as a butler in some of the great English country manors from the 1860s until just after
World War I, when many of the families whose heirs died in battle were forced to sell off their homes. Born
in Southampton, Horne came from a humble family who valued education. Horne excelled in school and
wished to go to sea, but lacking his parents’ permission, he instead ended up as a footboy for a local
household. Over the years, Horne moved up in the service of the aristocracy: his goal was to become butler
to the king of England, a position he very nearly secured. He did end up in the service of several
distinguished households for many decades, and upon his retirement in 1922, he decided to write his memoir.
Horne is a unique voice; not only did he have intimate contact with his employers and the household staff, he
also possessed literary talent, so that his account provides authentic detail as well as shrewd—and often
witty—views of the aristocracy, the servants, and their activities. Horne is not sentimental though; he does
not think that he used his life wisely, having never learned a true trade. He reveals the plight of the servant
class, where once a butler lost his employment—particularly following the devastation of World War I—he
was likely to end up in a poorhouse, because employers did not usually provide pensions and servants were
rarely able to save enough money to survive on their own. What the Butler Winked At is a fascinating and
essential account of life in a country house during the height of the Victorian and Edwardian eras.

“A splendidly rumbustious kind of memoir.”—Jeremy Musson in Up and Down Stairs: The History of the
Country House Servant

“A first rate book. The world is treated to one more of those human documents, written without guile or
pretension. Eric Horne is a keen student of human life.”—New York World
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Wilkerson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you will require this What the Butler Winked At: Being the Life and Adventures of Eric Horne, Butler.

Lamar Santiago:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is actually
What the Butler Winked At: Being the Life and Adventures of Eric Horne, Butler.

Sandra Brown:

What the Butler Winked At: Being the Life and Adventures of Eric Horne, Butler can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing What the Butler Winked At: Being the Life and Adventures of Eric Horne, Butler however doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can
be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Alexander Pridmore:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking at,
not only science book but novel and What the Butler Winked At: Being the Life and Adventures of Eric
Horne, Butler or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any
other book likes What the Butler Winked At: Being the Life and Adventures of Eric Horne, Butler to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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